1824  1924 

OFFICIAL 

SOUVENIR 

PROGRAM 

For  the  Celebration  of  the 

One  Hundredth  Anniversary 

of 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church 

of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York 

MARCH  30  to  APRIL  6,  1924 
REV.  ALBERT  S.  BACON 

MINISTER  FOR  34  YEARS 


FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH- As  it  Looks  Since  Remodeling 
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FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

The  longest  pastorate  in  the  history  of  this 
church,  and,  with  only  two  known  excep- 
tions, the  longest  pastorate  of  any  church 
in  Niagara  County. 


REV.  THOMAS  DOGGETT 


REV.  JOHN  S.  BACON 

Pastor  for  Seven  Years 
From  1876  to  1883 


Pastor  for  Eleven  Years 
From  1864  to  1875 


REV.  C.  S.  STOWITTS 
Pastor  for  Seven  Years 
From  1883  to  1890 


REV.  DAVID  THOMAS 

Missionary  of  this  Church 
in  China 


Jfirst  Presbyterian  Cburcb 

First  Street,  near  Falls  Street 
Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. 


ALBERT  S.  BACON,  Minister 

DAVID  H.  THOMAS,  Foreign  Missionary 
Hainan,  China 
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ELDERS 


W.  A.  PRINGLE  C.  J.  ELDERFIELD,  Clerk  JAMES  G.  MARSHALL 

GEORGE  A.  McLaren  WALTER  E.  MACK  C.  W.  ROSS 

A.  M.  ROOKER  ELBERT  ROSS  WM.  N.  BAXTER 


TRUSTEES 

J.  F.  BRADEN,  President 
EDWARD  O.  BABCOCK,  Vice-Pres. 

W.  H.  MITCHELL,  Secretary 
FRED  B.  HILL,  Treas.  General  Fund 
WALTER  GREIG,  Treas  Building  Fund 
MRS.  T.  L.  BISHOP 
MRS.  O.  D.  DALES 
P.  E.  BLOOD 


JOHN  L.  HARPER 
ROBERT  MacDONALD,  Jr. 
ROBERT  J.  MOORE 
C.  W.  MOYER 
C.  D.  SHAW 
RALPH  C.  SNOWDON 
ALTON  A RICHARDSON 


MISS  EDITH  HARBAUGLI,  Deaconess 

CHOIR 

ALICE  BABCOCK  TROTT,  Organist  and  Director 

QUARTETTE 

Ethel  Perry  Cumming,  Soprano  Frederick  W.  Gray,  Tenor 

Edith  McDowell  Palmer,  Contralto  Carl  F.  Heywang,  Baritone 

CHURCH  ORGANIZATIONS 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL — Wm.  A.  Pringle,  Supt.  Meets  every  Sunday  at  10.00  A.  M. 

WOMEN'S  CHURCH  AND  MISSIONARY— Mrs.  James  E.  Paterson,  President;  Mrs. 
Chas.  W.  Ross,  Secretary ; Mrs.  Fred  Leuppie,  Treasurer ; Mrs.  G.  H.  Salt,  Secre- 
tary of  Literature. 

PRESBYTERIAN  GUILD— Mrs.  L.  A.  Pollock,  President;  Mrs.  S.  A.  Connor,  Vice- 
President;  Mrs.  G.  G.  Reid,  Secretary;  Miss  Rose  Lau.bocker,  Treasurer;  Miss  Anna 
Carev,  Auditor. 

LAYMAN’S  ASSOCIATION— H.  P.  Freeman,  President;  N.  Duffett,  Secretary;  J.  D. 
Paterson,  Treasurer. 

VOUNG  PEOPLE'S  SOCIETY — Percy  Weaver,  President;  Armine  Foster,  Vice-Pres- 
ident; Sarah  Hughes,  Secretary;  John  Minnock,  Treasurer.  Meets  every  Sunday 
at  6.30  P.  M. 

GIRL  SCOUTS — Miss  Adele  Palmer,  Captain  Troop  No.  4.  Meets  Monday  at  7 P.  M. 

BOY  SCOUTS — Percy  E.  Weaver.  Scoutmaster.  Meets  Thursday  at  7 P.  M. 

LIGHT  BEARERS — Arlene  Gray,  President;  Ruth  Richardson,  First  Vice-President; 
Dorothy  Leuppie.  Second  Vice-President;  Margaret  Bennett,  Secretary;  Ruth  Dales, 
Treasurer. 

MEN’S  CLASS — R.  J.  Moore,  President;  Dr.  R.  C.  Snowden,  Vice-President;  John 
Guinther,  Secretary-Treasurer.  Meets  every  Sundaj'  at  10.00  A.  M. 

PHILATHEA  CLASS — Rose  Wilson.  President;  Elsie  Rennard,  Secretary;  Miriam 
Jordan,  Treasurer. 

JUNIOR  PHILATHEA  CLASS — Margaret  Bensley,  President;  Marion  Laughton,  Vice- 
President  ; Evelyn  Decker,  Secretary.  Mildred  Decker,  Treasurer 
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CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION  COMMITTEES 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Chairman,  JAMES  G.  MARSHALL  Vice  Chairman,  PERCY  E.  BLOOD 

Secretary,  MRS.  H.  P.  FREEMAN 
CHARLES  J.  ELDERFIELD  WALTER  GREIG 

MRS.  E.  T.  WILLIAMS  MRS.  T.  L.  BISHOP 

WALTER  McCULLOH  ALTON  A.  RICHARDSON 

HOWARD  O.  BABCOCK 


RECEPTION  COMMITTEE 

Cha;rman  of  the-  Sess.io.ar  WILLIAM  A.  PRINGLE 
Chairman  for  the  Trustees,  JOSEPH  F.  BRADEN 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Albert  S.  Bacon 
William  A.  Pringle 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  G.  Marshall 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Elderfield 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  A.  McLaren 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  E.  Mack 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Ross 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Rooker 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  N.  Baxter 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elbert  Ross 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  F.  Braden 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Moyer 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Mitchell 
Mr.  and  Mrs.. Fred  B.  Hill 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alton  A.  Richardson 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  L.  Harper 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  C.  Snowden 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  O.  Babcock 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Greig 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  E.  Blood 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  D.  Shaw 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  L Bishop 
Robert  McDonald,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Moore 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver  Dales 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  E.  Paterson 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  A.  Pollock 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harlan  P.  Freeman 


RECEPTION  COMMITTEE— Woman’s  Auxilliary 

Chairman,  MRS.  T.  E.  PATERSON  Vice  Chairman.  MRS.  L.  A.  POLLOCK 


Mrs.  C.  M.  Young 
Miss  Catharine  Bonaeker 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Hough 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Taylor 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Henderson 
Mrs.  Fred  Leuppie 
Mrs.  Ellen  Elderfield 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Gassier 
Miss  Frances  Whitney 


Miss  Ellen  Whitney 
Miss  Adaline  White 
Miss  Jennie  Johnson 
Mrs.  Angus  McIntyre 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Anders 
Miss  Ella  Hill 
Miss  Anna  Carey 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Jay 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Gray 
HOSPITALITY  COMMITTEE 


Miss  Elizabeth  Guinther 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Connor 
Mrs.  P.  O.  Dietrich 
Mrs.  H.  G.  Flint 
Mrs.  Anna  Hulen 
Mrs.  Jennie  Billings 
Mrs.  A.  B.  H.  Morre 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Pierce 
Mrs.  S.  M.  Ryder 


Mrs.  A.  S.  Bacon 
Mrs.  E.  O.  Babcock 
Mrs.  W.  N.  Baxter 
Walter  E.  Mack 


Chairman,  C J.  ELDERFIELD 

A W.  Gray  Mrs.  Anna  Shaw  Shepard 

Mrs.  W.  Greig  Mrs.  Wm.  A.  Kremers 

Miss  Jane  Bowen  Mrs.  Emma  C.  Graves 

Mrs.  B.  R.  Blackmar  Mrs.  Anson  Drummond 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Chairman  WALTER  GREIG  Vice  Chairman  ROBERT  TURNBULL 


J.  L.  Harper 
Mrs.  O.  D.  Dales 
F.  J.  Fisher 
F.  L.  Jopp 
C.  J.  Tower 


E.  C.  Wicker 
Russell  Larke 
R.  D.  McIntyre 
Chas.  R.  Phelps 
Dr.  A.  M.  Rooker 


Howard  E.  Morrill 
Robert . McDonald 
J.  W.  Potter 
C.  T.  Rhodes 


Mrs.  T.  E.  Clark 
Mrs.  George  H.  Salt 
W.  A.  Pringle 
Dr.  W.  D.  Hough 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Lawrence 
Miss  Eliza  B.  Whitney 
W.  H.  Mitchell 


HISTORICAL  COMMITTEE 

Chairman,  E.  T.  WILLIAMS 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Wallace 
Paul  A.  Schoellkopf 
F.  A.  Dudley 
George  G.  Shepard 
Miss  Catharine  Bonaeker 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Young 
Mrs.  Abram  Davy 


Mrs.  John  S.  Pierce 
Mrs.  Ambrose  Packard 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Beeman 
Mrs.  Thomas  Morgan 
C.  Fred  Butler 
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COLONIAL  TEA  COMMITTEE 

Chairman,  MRS.  H.  J.  McDOWELL  Vice-Chairman, 


Mrs.  A.  S.  Bacon 
Mrs.  E.  O.  Babcock 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Gassier 
Mrs.  W.  1).  Hough 
Mrs.  R.  J.  Moore 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Potter 


Mrs.,C.  J.  Elderfield 
Mrs.  Frank  Butler 
Miss  Jennie  Johnson 
M/'.ss  Adaline  White 
Mrs.  George  H.  Salt 
Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Clark 


MRS.  S.  D.  HENDRICKS 

Mrs.  Walter  Greig 
Mrs.  Harry  G.  Cornell 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Taylor 
Mrs.  R.  M.  Shattuck 
Mrs.  B.  B.  Dennison 


PAGEANT  COMMM1TTEE 

Chairman,  MRS.  A.  A.  RICHARDSON 

Mrs.  P.  E.  Blood  Mrs.  George  A.  McLaren  Miss  Alice  B.  Trott 

Mrs.  E.  T.  Williams  Mrs.  Max  Thompson  H.  O.  Babcock 


O.  D Dales 
Mrs.  Ray  Morris 
Dr.  Snowdon 
Robert  J.  Moore 
Mrs.  Walkem 


INVITATION  COMMITTEE 

Chairman,  WALTER  McCUI.LOH 


Miss  Ruth  Pollard 
Miss  Dorothy  Marshall 
E.  D.  Johnson 
Miss  Rose  Laubocker 
Mrs.  T.  E.  Clark 


Mrs.  D.  C.  Collins 
Mrs.  George  H.  Salt 
Miss  Emma  Tierney 
Mrs.  Frank  Todd 


Fred  B.  Hill 
W.  P.  Clapsattle 
W.  N.  Baxter 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Bearce 
Mrs.  F.  C.  Guest 


AUTOMOBILE  COMMITTEE 


Chairman;  C.  D.  SHAW 


L.  C.  Judson 
Harry  P Martin 
Mrs.  A.  H.  Davis 
Mrs.  Harvey  Converse 
Wm.  McVittie 


George  S.  Cowper 
Frank  Butler 
Wm.  Waltermeir 


DECORATING  COMMITTEE 


Chairman,  MRS.  C.  J.  ELDERFIELD 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Potter  Miss  Harriet  Haynes  Mrs.  C.  W.  Ross 


USHER’S  COMMITTEE 

Chairman,  P.  E.  BLOOD 


Chief  Usher,  ROBERT  E.  McCONNELL  Assistant, 


John  Crick 
A.  E.  Dixon 
G.  A.  Zehr 
Wm.  J.  Mitchell 
F.  Carr 


A.  E.  Trumble 
Harry  Dietzel 
L.  E.  Buckingham 
Harry  Smith 
James  Robertson 


BERKLEY,  GOWLING 


A.  A.  Reisweber 
L.  A.  Pollock 
R.  F.  Childs 


PUBLICITY  COMMITTEE 

Chairman,  GEORGE  A.  McLAREN 

A.  J.  Gailey  Mrs.  Helen  Broughton  Miss  Frances  Moore 

C.  W.  Ross  Miss  Florence  Kysor  W.  C.  Sells 

Miss  Jess!e  McVean  Frank  M.  Burdick  Miss  Ethel  Smith 

G.  E.  Sims  Norman  Duffitt 

S.  A.  Connor  George  McEwen 

MUSIC  COMMITTEE 

Chairman  EDWARD  O.  BABCOCK 

Alice  Babcock  Trott  Edith  McDowell  Palmer  Carl  F.  Heywang 

Ethel  Perry  Cummings  Frederck  W.  Gray  Mrs.  Mary  Chappell  Fisher 


THE  CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION  PROGRAM 

Sunday,  March  30 — 

A.  M.  Historical  sermon  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Albert  S.  Bacon. 

P.  M.  Union  meeting  with  Rev.  Phillip  W.  Mosher  of  St  Peter’s  Episcopal 
Rev.  Spencer  B.  Owens  of  St.  Paul’s  Methodist  and  Rev.  A.  B.  Mercer 
of  the  Baptist  churches  and  members  of  their  congregations  participat- 
ing. Special  music. 

Wednesday,  April  2 — 

All  day  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Presbyterial  Society  of  Niagara  Presby- 
tery, Mrs.  E.  T.  Williams,  president,  presiding.  Young  People’s  Rally 
in  the  evening.  The  speaker  will  be  William  Hiram  Foulkes,  D.  D. 
LL.  D.,  of  New  York,  general  secretary  of  the  New  Era  Organization 
of  the  General  Council  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United  States. 
The  Girl  Scouts  will  usher,  in  the  evening. 

Thursday,  April  3.  The  One-Hundredth  Anniversary — 

P.  M.  Plistorical  meeting.  Address  by  the  Historian,  Edward  T. 
Williams.  Short  sketches  of  the  various  church  organizations  by  a 
representative-of  each  of  them.  Brief  addresses  by  our  missionary  repre- 
sentatives. Also  by  ministers  who  have  supplied  the  church.  Letters 
will  be  read  from  those  unable  to  be  present.  Suitable  music.  After 
the  program  there  will  be  light  refreshments,  music  and  historical 
exhibits.  Boy  Scouts  will  be  in  charge  of  the  register  of  guests. 

Friday,  April  4 — 

P.  M.  Pageant  and  music. 

Sunday,  April  6 — 

A.  M.  Sunday  School  celebration  at  regular  hour  of  meeting.  Church 
service.  Communion. 

P.  M.  Rev.  David  Thomas,  foreign  missionary  will  speak. 

THE  PASTOR’S  FOREWORD 
(By  Rev.  Albert  S.  Bacon) 

As  we  bring  our  Tithes  of  One  Hundred  years  into  the  storehouse  of 
our  God  there  are  three  lessons  we  should  learn. 

First.  We  owe  a debt  of  gratitude  to  the  faithful  few  men  and  women 
who  gathered  in  the  little  school  house  at  the  foot  of  Falls  street  and  coven- 
anted togther  that  they  would  establish  here  an  organization  that  would 
make  for  righteousness.  They  need  no  honor  we  may  pay  them  now  for  “they 
see  no  longer  through  the  glass  darkly”  but  with  open  vision  they  realize 
with  joy  what  their  sacrifices  have  accomplished. 

Second.  A splendid  history  has  been  written  in  the  lives  of  the  men 
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and  women  who  from  the  early  day  have  been  identified  with  the  church.  The 
splendid  influence  which  she  has  exerted  on  the  lives  in  this  community  cannot 
be  estimated.  Her  growth  and  development  has  proven  the  wisdom  of  those 
men  who  have  given  of  their  time  and  strength  to  broaden  the  influence  of  the 
cause  of  Christ. 

Third.  The  past  with  all  its  accomplishments  comes  as  a challenge  to 
those  of  us  who  are  here  now  in  the  places  of  responsibility  not  only  to  honor 
the  past,  but  so  honor  it  that  the  new  century  upon  which  we  now  enter 
shall  be  made  even  more  glorious  than  the  past  has  been. 

Our  celebration  should  be  a week  of  not  only  happy  memories  but  a 
week  in  which  every  one  should  pledge  a truer  devotion  than  ever  before. 
Let  each  one  have  a part  in  making  the  anniversary  memorable. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

(By  EDWARD  T.  WILLIAMS,  Historian) 

One  hundred  years  a Church ! — A century  of  religious  leadership  in  a 
community  whose  name  and  fame  have  been  heard  around  the  world ! With- 
in sight  and  sound  of  the  world’s  greatest  natural  wonder  a handful  of 
pioneers  peered  through  the  forest  primeval  and  erected  an  altar  upon  which 
to  pay  deference  to  the  Ruler  of  the  Universe.  Near  where  yon  monument 
to  a nation’s  dead  has  for  almost  half  a century  faced  the  rising  sun,  the 
beauty  and  glory  of  the  day,  stood  the  first  school  house  and  religious  meet- 
ing house  in  the  community  called  Manchester  until  1840,  and  which  has  since 
more  properly  been  called  Niagara  Falls. 

The  mystic  chords  of  memory  stretch  backward  and  ending,  as  far  as 
this  generation  and  the  one  next  preceding  it  are  concerned,  we  search 
the  written  or  printed  page,  in  an  effort  to  depict  the  historic  and  romantic 
setting  of  this  pioneer  church  organization.  The  First  Presbyterian  Society 
of  Niagara  is  fortunate  in  the  possession  of  written  records  100  years  old, 
but  they  do  not  reveal  the  exact  spot  where  five  persons  formed  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  community  that  three-quarters  of  a century  has 
been  called  Niagara  Falls.  However,  in  a historical  address  delivered  in  July, 
1876,  Rev.  John  S.  Bacon  said  that  the  first  meetings  were  held  in  the  log 
school  house  at  the  corner  of  Falls  and  Mechanic,  now  Prospect,  streets. 
This  building  was  used  until  1831,  when  a wooden  church  building  was  erected 
at  the  corner  of  Falls  and  First  Streets.  This  was  sold  to  the  Methodists 
when  the  present  stone  church  was  erected  in  1849  at  a cost  of  $8,000,  includ- 
ing the  cost  of  the  lot.  This  building  was  repaired  in  1871  at  a cost  of  $4,400. 

When  the  place  was  called  Manchester  after  the  city  of  that  name  in 
Great  Britain  which  is  an  important  manufacturing  center,  even  at  that  early 
day,  it  was  conceived  that  the  Creator  did  not  set  down  in  this  favored  part 
of  the  earth  the  great  cataracts  of  Niagara  for  beauty  alone,  but  with  the  pur- 
pose that  beauty  and  utility  should  go  hand  in  hand.  The  passing  of  the  years 
has  wrought  a splendid  consummation  of  that  plan. 
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At  the  time  of  the  nation’s  centennial  in  1876  they  sang: 

“One  hundred  years,  my  old  Columbia; 

’Tis  the  glad  morn  so  long  foretold, 

’Tis  the  glad  morn  whose  early  twilight 
Washington  saw  in  days  of  old.” 

Turn  back  the  pages  of  the  written  record  for  100  years  and  picture  in 
your  mind’s  eye  the  historic  scene  when  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Niagara  Falls  was  organized  within  sight  and  sound  of  “Nature’s  grand, 
sublime,  supreme,  supernal  Avondef?’ 

Like  the  early  settlers  who  named  this  community  Manchester,  those 
disciples  of  the  Christian  church  were  forward  looking.  They  not' only  peered 
through  the  forest  primeval,  which  surrounded  them,  but  they  looked  far 
into  the  future.  Within  a few  hundred  yards  from  where  this  historic  event 
occurred  a priest  of  the  church,  Father  Louis  Hennepin,  in  1678,  was  the  first 
white  man  to  gaze  upon  and  write  a description  of  the  tremendous  spectacle 
concerning  which  he,  and  if  not  he,  certainly  others  that  followed  him, 
thought : 

“For  man’s  neglect  I love  thee  more 
That  art  nor  avarice  intrude, 

To  turn  thy  torrent’s  thunder-shock 
Nor  prune  the  vintage  of  the  rock 
Magnificent^'  rude.” 

The  church  has  ever  been  at  the  forefront  in  the  leadership  of  men 
French  missionaries  first  explored  this  famous  region.  Father  Hennepin  first 
viewed  and  wrote  about  the  mighty  cataracts.  His  associate,  LaSalle,  built 
and  launched  into  the  Niagara  river  the  Griffon,  the  first  ship  to  sail  the  upper 
lakes,  the  pioneer  of  the  stupendous  commerce  of  the  unsalted  seas  of  the 
American  continent.  Congregational  and  Presbyterian  churches  were  the 
first  ones  established  in  this  region.  As  long  ago  as  1806  there  was  a Presby- 
terian church  on  the  Tuscarora  Indian  Reservation,  home  of  the  noble  Red 
Men,  the  first  inhabitants  of  the  American  continent,  indigenous  to  this  soil  ; 
but  for  the  original  owners  of  the  vast  domain  that  once  was  inhabited  alone 
by  “those  dusky  forms  that  roamed  at  will,  primeval  forests,  dark  and  still 

“The  ages  glide ; the  brave  ‘Pale  Face' 

Has  swept  away  this  ancient  race : 

Like  mist  before  the  rising  dawn, 

They  melt  and  fade,  ’till  all  are  gone.” 

A few  years  ago  I stood  in  the  old  St.  John’s  Church  in  Richmond,  Va.. 
where  Patrick  Henry  won  immortal  fame  when  he  said : “The  only  lamp  we 
have  to  guide  our  feet  is  the  lamp  of  experience.” 

Still  later,  while  visiting  the  old  elm  tree  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where 
George  Washington  took  command  of  the  American  army  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  I was  shown  the  bridge  over  the  St.  Charles  river  enshrined  in 
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romance  by  Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow  when  he  wrote: 

"I  stood  on  the  bridge  at  midnight 
As  the  clocks  were  striking  the  hour; 

And  the  moon  rose  over  the  city, 

Behind  the  old  church  tower.” 

Again  when  the  American  Revolution  was  impending,  Fanuel  Hall  in 
Boston,  which  with  Independence  Hall  in  Philadelphia  shares  the  title  of 
“Cradle  of  Liberty”  became  too  small  to  hold  the  assemblage,  the  meetings 
were  transferred  to  the  old  South  Church. 

The  place  which  churches  hold  in  modern  times  is  illustrated  in  the  cur- 
rent news  that  this  year  the  architects  of  the  United  States  will  spend  $200,- 
000.000  in  the  construction  of  new  church  edifices. 

That  the  church  and  secular  education  go  hand  in  hand  was  illustrated  in 
the  formation  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Niagara  Falls.  The  offici- 
ating clergyman  and  the  first  occupant  of  the  pulpit  was  Rev.  David  M.  Smith, 
who  was  jointly  the  pastor  of  the  First  Religious  Society  of  Lewiston,  which 
founded  in  1817  what  has  since  been  called  the  Presbyterian  church  there, 
and  the  principal  of  the  Lewiston  Academy,  one  of  the  most  famous  of  the 
early  educational  institutions  of  Western  New  York,  whose  stately  building 
still  stands  a monument  to  the  romantic  past,  and  within  whose  walls  some 
of  the.  distinguished  men  of  the  nation  received  their  early  education,  includ- 
ing John  G.  Saxe,  the  poet. 

The  historic  date  was  April  3,  1824,  and  the  five  persons  who  were  the 
actors  in  this  century-old  scene  under  the  leadership  of  the  preacher-educa- 
tor were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Smith,  Mrs.  Isaac  Smith  Jr.,  Mrs.  Stephen  Childs 
and  Abraham  Mesler.  The  first  two  were  received  by  letter  from  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Bolton,  N.  Y.,  and  the  other  three  by  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion from  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Lewiston.  At  the  time  of  forming  the 
church  Abraham  Mesler  was  chosen  clerk.  In  1828  Isaac  Smith  became  the 
second  elder  of  the  church.  The  first  elder  was  Aaron  Childs,  chosen  in  1824, 
and  it  therefore  appears  that  there  was  only  one  elder  for  four  years,  and  it 
further  does  not  appear  that  any  elder  was  elected  at  the  initial  meeting. 

At  the  first  meeting  the  confession  of  faith  and  mode  of  church  govern- 
ment and  discipline  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
the  United  States  was  adopted  and,  in  addition,  as  expressed  in  the  record,  the 
following  confession  of  faith  and  covenant  was  adopted,  which  later  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  Presbytery  of  Niagara  and  recommended  to  the  churches  under 
its  care  : 

CONFESSION  OF  FAITH 

Art.  I.  We  believe  there  is  only  one  living  and  true  God,  infinite,  eternal 
and  unchangeable  in  His  being,  wisdom,  power,  holiness,  justice,  g6odness  and 
truth ; subsisting  in  a mysterious  and  incomprehensible  manner,  in  three  per- 
sons : Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost ; the  same  in  substance  and  in  all  divine 

attributes  equal. 
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“Art.  2.  We  believe  that  God  is  the  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  Uni- 
verse, that  He  has  foreordained  whatsoever  comes  to  pass,  and  that  in  His 
providence  He  works  all  things  according  to  His  own  infinitely  wise,  holy 
and  eternal  purpose. 

“Art.  3.  We  believe  that  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
were  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  they  are  a perfect  rule  to  direct  us  how 
we  may  glorify  and  enjoy  Him. 

“Art.  4 We  believe  that  our  first  parents  were  created  in  the  image  of 
God,  perfectly  holy,  and  that  being  left  to  the  freedom  of  their  own  will,  they 
fell  from  their  happy  state,  by  transgressing  the  divine  command 

“Art.  5.  We  believe  that  in  consequence  of  the  fall  of  our  first  parents 
all  mankind  by  nature  are  destitute  of  holiness,  and  are  wholly  inclined  to 
moral  evil ; and  that  on  account  of  sin  they  are  justly  exposed  to  all  the  mis- 
eries of  life,  to  death  itself,  and  to  the  pains  of  hell  forever. 

“Art.  6 We  believe  that  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  who  being 
God  the  Son-equal  with  the  Father,  in  all  the  perfection  of  the  Godhead,  has 
taken  upon  Him  human  nature,  and  suffered  and  died  for  man ; and  by  His 
obedience  and  death  has  made  atonement  for  simptthat  God  can  now  be 
just  and  justify  him  that  believe-th  in  Jesus,  and  that  all  who  are  saved  will 
be  wholly  indebted  for  salvation  to  the  sovereign  grace  of  God  through  the 
atonement. 

“Art.  7.  We  believe  that  in  consequence  of  the  atonement  of  Christ  the 
offer  of  life  in  the- gospel  is  made  to  all,  and  whoever  will  may  take  of  the 
waters  of  life  freely ; yet  that  such  is  the  depravity  of  mankind,  that  they  will 
not  repent  of  sin  and  believe  in  Christ  and  become  reconciled  to  God,  except 
they  are  renewed  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 

“Art.  8.  We  believe  that  from  eternity  God  has  chosen  a seed  from 
among  men  to  send  him  whom  Fie  has  g'iven  to  Christ  in  the  covenant  of  re- 
demption and  whom  He  will  bring  home  to  His  kingdom  from  among  all 
nations,  and  make  to  be  to  the  praise  and  to  the  glory  of  Flis  grace — that  as 
many  as  are  ordained  to  eternal  life  will  believe,  and  never  come  into  condem- 
nation, but  through  watchfulness  and  prayer  will  be  kept  by  the  power  of  God 
through  faith  unto  salvation. 

Art.  9.  We  believe  that  God  has  a Church  in  the  world,  consisting  of 
such  as  are  friends  and  followers  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  having  entered  into 
explicit  covenant  wth  each  other  to  comply  with  all  the  commands  of  the 
Great  Head  of  the  Church,  that  they  and  they  only  have  a right  to  all  the 
ordinances  of  Christ’s  house. 

Art.  10.  We  believe  in  the  divine  appointment  of  the  Christian  Sabbath, 
and  of  the  ordinances  of  baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper,  which  Christians  are 
under  solemn  obligation  duly  to  observe,  and  that  Christian  parents  are  bound 
to  dedicate  their  household  to  God  in  baptism  and  to  train  up  in  the  nurture 
and  admonition  of  the  Lord. 

Art.  11.  We  believe  that  the  soul  is  immortal,  that  at  death  believers  are 
made  perfectly  holy,  and  do  immediately  pass  into  glory. 

Art.  12.  We  believe  that  there  will  be  a general  resurection  of  the 
bodies  of  the  just  and  unjust. 

Art.  13.  We  believe  that  there  will  be  a day  of  judgment,  when  all 
must  stand  before  the  Son  of  man  and  receive  a sentence  of  just  and  final 
retribution  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body ; that  the  wicked  shall 
go  away  into  endless  punishment,  but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal.” 
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COVENANT 

In  view  of  these  truths,  and  acting,  as  we  hope  under  their  influence, 
for  our  personal  and  mutual  edification,  for  the  promotion  of  the  Redeemer’s 
kingdom,  the  honor  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  glory  of  God;  we  do  now  in  this 
solemn  manner,  devote  ourselves  to  the  Great  Jehovah  in  the  covenant  of 
grace,  which  is  well  ordered  in  all  things  and  sure.  We  do  cordially  receive 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  our  saviour  and  final  judge;  and  the  holy  spirit  as 
our  sanctifier  and  comforter.  We  promise  by  divine  assistance,  that  denying 
ourselves  all  ungodliness  and  every  worldly  lust,  we  will  live  soberly,  right- 
eously and  goodly  all  of  our  life,  and  that  we  will  so  walk  in  all  the  com- 
mandments and  ordinances  of  the  Lord,  that  others  seeing  our  good  works 
may  gorify  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven.  We  also  engage  to  submit  to  the 
discipline  of  this  church,  and  to  whatever  is  calculated  to  promote  the  purity, 
peace,  edification  and  prosperity  of  Zion.  We  also  covenant  to  watch  over 
each  other  with  that  faithfulness,  circumspection,  meekness  and  Christian 
affection,  which  ought  ever  to  distinguish  the  confederated  followers  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  This  we  do,  imploring  the  aid  of  the  Great  Head  of  the 
Church  that  we  may  have  wisdom  and  grace  to  be  faithful  to  His  covenants 
and  to  glorify  Him  with  the  holiness  that  becomes  His  house.” 

EARLY  MEMBERS  AND  OFFICERS 

The  next  persons  to  be  admitted  to  the  Church  after  the  initial  meeting 
were  Deacon  and  Mrs.  Aaron  Childs  who  came  with  a letter  of  recommenda- 
tion from  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Lockport  in  June,  1824,  and  he  as  an 
officer  of  the  church.  Mr.  Childs  thus  became,  two  months  after  its  organi- 
zation, the  first  elder  of  this  church.  According  to  the  record  there  were  no 
further  admissions  to  this  church  until  Nov.  29,  1827,  when  Mrs.  Anna  Pierce 
came  with  a letter  from  the  Congregational  church  of  Boyalston,  Mass.,  and 
Mrs.  Eliza  Holmes  from  York,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  In  the  meantime 
Elizabeth  Marsh,  an  infant  child  of  Solomon  Ware,  was  baptised  by  Rev. 
Horatio  A.  Parsons,  Dec.  10,  1826.  From  June  1824,  to  Nov.  29,  1827,  these 
were  the  only  records  that  appear. 

In  1831  the  church  had  a large  addition  to  its  membership  and,  according 
to  a report  made  Sept.  5,  1831,  there  were  69  communicants.  On  April  11, 
1835,  only  65  communicants  were  reported. 

CHURCH  MEMBERS  CHARGED  WITH  SABBATH  BREAKING 

In  1839  the  session  of  the  church  had  before  it  several  “charges  of 
public  fame”  against  its  members,  which  constituted  alleged  violations  of 
the  Sabbath  in  doing  secular  business  on  Sunday.  The  alleged  infractions 
were  really  pertaining  to  the  so-called  Connecticut  “blue  law  Sunday.” 
Among  those  against,  whom  these  charges  were  directed  was  William  H. 
Childs,  afterwards  an  elder,  and  long  residing  in  the  large  house  located  at 
Main  street  and  Walnut  avenue  where  the  Federal  building  now  stands ; 
Christopher  H.  Smith,  who  was  clerk  and  agent  of  the  Lockport  Railroad  on 
which  cars  ran  on  the  Sabbath,  and  none  other  than  Judge  Augustus  Porter, 
who  was  one  of  the  first  trustees  of  the  church,  who  was  cited  to  appear  on 
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the  charge  of  violating  the  Sabbath  in  being  part  owner  of  Goat  Island,  and 
the  bridge  leading  to  it,  which  later  was  kept  open  on  Sundays.  These  men 
were  taken  to  task  because  they  catered  to  visitors  who  came  on  Sunday  to 
view  the  wonders  of  nature.  There  was  much  controversy  over  the  case  of 
Judg'e  Porter,  and  owing 'to  his  prominence  in  the  state  and  nation  and  to  the 
years  that  have  since  elapsed,  it  is  full  of  interest.  It  should  be  kept 
in  mind-  that-  not  only'  was  Judge  Porter  one  of  the  first  board  of 
trustees,  but  that  he  was  the  first  white  settler-  here,  and  that  with  his 
brother,  Gen  Peter  B.  Porter,-  owned  Goat  Island  and  all  the  land  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  falls  and  rapids,  including  that  on  which  this  church 
and  the  manse  now  stands.  He  was  the  first  county  judge  of  the  original 
Niagara  County  and  which  included  Buffalo  and  the  entire.  Niagara  Frontier, 
which  county  was  erected  in  1808,  and,  altogether,  an  outstanding  figure. 
His  residence  on  Buffalo  avenue  at  First  street,  burned  by  the  British  in 
the  Wat  of  1812  and  re-erected  in  1818,  still  stands,  and  is  occupied  by  his 
grandson’s  widow,  Mrs.  A.  Augustus  Porter,  whose  son,  Alexander  J.  Porter, 
is  a leader  in  every  walk  of  life  in  Niagara  Falls. 

Notwithstanding  the  prominence  of  Judge  Porter  and  the  triviality  of  the 
charges  from  the  modern  viewpoint,  he  was  separated  from  the  church  which 
he  helped  to  establish  and  of  which  he  had  been  an  officer.  His.  son,  Albert 
H.  Porter,  at  this  time  was  clerk  of  the  session  and  he  was  appointed  April 
19  ,1839,  to  plead  his  father’s  case  before  the  session.  In  the  original  official 
record  book  the  minutes  are  very  brief,  but  in  the  second  book  opened  in 
April,  1843,  there  is  inserted  in  October,  1848,  this  note  which  is  self-explan- 
atory : 

“The  following  ten  pages  of  this  book  relate  chiefly  to  the  case  of  Judge 
Porter,  but  from  the  beginning  to  end  the  cause  of  complaint  is  not  named, 
and  cannot  be  known  from  these  records-  The  propriety  of  this  explanation 
is  therefore  manifest. 

“The  case  that  occupied  so  much  time,  was  simply  and  only,  that  Judge 
Porter  and  his  brother  were  equal  owners  of  Goat  Island  and  that  persons 
were  permitted  on  Sundays  as  on  other  days  to  have  access  thereto  by  a!  toll 
bridge. 

ALBERT  H.  PORTER.” 

Stated  very  briefly,  it  appears  from  the  lengthy  record  referred  to  above 
that  in  the  first  place  Judge  Porter  told  members  of  the  session,  when  he  was 
asked  to  join  the  church,  that  in  his  opinion  it  would  be  inconsistent  for  him 
to  enter  into  covenant  with  the  church,  on  account  of  his  business,  which 
opinion  they  overruled  and  received  him.  A committee  reported  that  it  had 
interviewed  Judge  Porter,  that  he  admitted  the  report  that  had  come  to  the 
ears  of  the  session,  and  that  he  also  stated  that  if  the  session  saw  fit  to  declare 
said  agreement  and  the  action  based  thereon  null  and  void  from  the  begin- 
ning as  being  unconstitutional,  such  action  would  meet  his  most  hearty  con- 
sent and  approbation,  and  offered  to  place  his  signature  to  a written  state- 
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ment  to  that  effect.  The  committee  reported  that  it  deemed  such  signature 
to  a written  statement  unnecessary,  recommended  action  aeg^ding  to  the 
suggestion  of  Judge  Porter,  and  its  recommendation  was  adopted.  Several 
meetings  followed  and  the  action  was  once  rescinded,  and  later  again  adopted. 

FIGURES  OF  THE  CHURCH  MEMBERSHIP 

As  stated  in  effect,  the  membership  increased  only  slowly  or  changed 
very  little  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  church.  According  to  the  annual  report 
of  the  Presbyterv  in  April,  1852,  the  membership  was  86.  All  subsequent  re- 
ports are  in  April.  1853,  92;  1854,  106;  1855,93;  1856,99;  1857,  103;  1858,  110; 
1859,  106;  1860,  111;  1861,  110;  1863,  125;  1864,  131:  not  until  1875  does  a re- 
port of  membership  again  appear  when  the  number  of  communicants  is 
given  as  159;  1876,  126;  1877,  154;  1878,  148;  18 7),  157;  1880,  162;  1881, 
171;  1882,  170;  1883,  160;  1884,  172;  1885,  180;  1885, 201 ; 1887,  203 ; 1888,-225 ; 
1889,.  245;  1890,  when  Rev.  Albert  S.  Bacon  began  his  long  pastorate,  273; 

1891, '289;  1892,  304;  1893,  315 ; 1894,  316;  1895,  314;  1896,  330;  1897,  353;  1898, 

350;  1899,  395 ; 1900,  421 ; 1901,  450;  1902,  465 ; 1903,  489;  1904,  500;  1905,  500, 

1906,  501 ; 1907,  530;  1908,  560;  1909,  586;  1910  597;  1911,  626;  1912,  620;  1913, 

588 ; 1914,  593 ; in  1923  the  membership  of  the  church  was  894.  The  present 
membership  is  940. 


MINISTERS  AND  OFFICIAL  BOARDS 

Rev.  David  M.  Smith,  then  pastor  of  what  was  called  at  that  time  the 
First  Religious  Society  of  Lewiston  and  has  since  been  named  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  came  to  Niagara  Falls  April  3,  1824,  and  met  five 
people  who  banded  themselves  together  as  the  First  Presbyterian  Church- 

In  his  historical  sermon  delivered  April  2,  1899,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
celebration  of  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  church,  Rev.  Albert  S.  Bacon  said: 

“At  the  organization  of  the  church  no  mention  is  made  of  the  election 
of  ruling  elders.  Of  course,  until  this  important  omission  was  supplied,  the 
church  was  but  imperfectly  organized-  Two  months  later,  in  June,  1824. 
Mr..  Aaron  Childs  and  his  wife  were  .admitted  to  membership  in  the  church 
by  letters  of  dismission  and  recommendation  from  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  Lockport. 

“Mr.  Childs  was  dismissd  to  this  church  not  only  as  a member  in  good 
standing,  but  also  a worthy  and  acceptable  elder;  and  as  such  he  was  cor- 
dially received  and  entrusted  with  the  oversight  of  the  spiritual  interests 
of  the  infant  congregation,  being  the  first  ruling  elder  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian church  of  Niagara  Falls. 

“I  suppose  that  after  the  organization  of  the  church  in  1824,  it  was 
occasionally  supplied  by  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  during  the  first  year  or  two  of  its 
history. 

“It  is  proper  for  me  to  mention  the  fact  in  this  place  that  the  corpora- 
tion known  as  the  First  Presbyterian  Society  of  Niagara  was  formed  in  a 
public  meeting  called  for  that  purpose  in  November,  1826.  Aaron  Childs  and 
Isaac  Smith  presided  at  that  meeting.  The  organization  of  the  society  was 
effected  by  the  election  of  the  following  gentlemen  to  constitute  the  first 
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board  of  trustees : Augustus  Porter,  Isaac  Smith,  Aaron  Childs,  Samuel 
DeVeaux,  Ita  Cook  and  Ziba  Gay. 

“The  ppipit  of  the  newly  organized  church  was  first  regularly  supplied 
by  Rev.  H A.  Parsons.  He  began  his  labors  in  November,  1826.  His  name 
first  appears  in  the  records  of  the  session  in  connection  with  the  following 
minute:  ‘This  day  Elizabeth  Darsh,  an  infant  child  of  Mr.  Solomon  Ware, 
was  baptized  by  Rev.  Horatio  A.  Parsons.  This  is  supposed  to  have  been  the 
first  baptism  in  the  history  of  our  church:  The  records  of  the  session  in 

those  early  times  are  neither  full  nor  clear,  but  I think  that  Mr.  Parsons  must 
have  been  the  supply  cd  the  church  in  his  first  term  of  service,  from  1826  to 
1830.  He  had  charge  of  the  church  for  the  second  time  in  1833-34.  The 
last  recorded  act  of  his  first  term  of  service  was  to  preside  at  a meeting 
of  the  session,  when  Mr.  William  H.  Childs  was  received  into  membership  in 
this  church  on  a letter  of  dismission  and  recommendation  from  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Locfcport.  The  last  recorded  act  of  his  second  term 
of  service  was  to  administer  communion  on  the  6th  day  of  September,  1834. 

“I  can  find  no  evidence  in  the  records  of  the  church  that  there  was  any 
other  member  of  the  session  than  Aaron  Childs  for  the  first  four  years  .qf  the 
history  of  the  church.  • The  second  elder  chosen  was  Isaac  Smith ; the  date 
of  his  election  June  6,  1828. 

“The  next  minister  of  the  church  was  Rev.  R.  G.  Murry.  He  was 
here  in  1831  and  1832.  These  were  fruitful  years  in  the  history  of  the  church- 
They  were  years  of  the  rig'ht  hand  of  the  Most  High  in  many,  of  the  churches 
of  Western  New  York. 

“The  most  blessed  day  in  the  history  of  this  church  was  the  memorable 
third  of  July,  1831,  when  44  persons  ivere  received  into  membership  on  the 
profession  of  their  faith. 

“The  Rev.  J.  S.  Harris  took  charge  of  the  church  in  1837.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  L.  Halsey  in  1839,  who  was  acting  pastor  until  1843. 

“At  a meeting  of  the  church  held  April  6,  1843,  a call  was  extended  to 
Mr.  Henry  Callihan,  a licentiate.  The  call  was  accepted  and  on  the  25th  of 
July,  1843,  was,  by  the  Presbytery  of  Niagara,  ordained  to  the  work  of  the 
gospel  ministry  and  installed  pastor  of  .the  Presbyterian  church  of  Niagara 
Falls  and  then  was  inaugurated  the  first  actual  pastorate.  Mr.  Callihan 
served  the  church  as  its  pastor  till  April  . 17,  1849,  when  Presbytery  dissolved 
the  relation. 

“On  the  17th  of  April,  1850,  Rev.  C.  H.  Chester  was  installed  pastor  of 
the  church.  Pie  resigned  the  charge  September  2,  1855. 

“The  installation  of  Rev.  Alexander  McCall  as  pastor  of  the  church  took 
place  on  February  22,  1863. 

“The  next  minister  was  Rev.  Hanford  A.  Edson,  who  served  the  church 
not  as  pastor  but  as  stated  supply  for  two  years,  commencing  his  labors 
early  in  1862  and  closing  them  in  January  1864. 

“Rev.  Thomas  Doggett  was  installed  July  15,  1864,  and  continued  in  the 
relation  as  pastor  till  May  4,  1875,  a period  of  11  years. 

“Rev.  John  S-  Bacon  began  his  labors,  as  stated  supply,  on  February  6, 
1876,  and  continued  as  supply  until  February,  1883,  a period  of  seven  years. 

Rev.  C.  S.  Stowitts  began  his  la'bors  May  20,  1883,  and  continued  as 
supply  until  April  27,  1890,  a period  of  seven  years. 

“Your  present  pastor  came  to  you  the  first  Sabbath  of  August  1890. 

“In  the  briefest  manner  possible  has  been  sketched  the  outline  of  the 
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75  years  of  ministerial  service.  There  yet  remains  to  mention  the  eldership- 
trusteeship  of  the  church:  Aaron  Childs,  June  1824;  Isaac  Smith,  June,  1828; 
A.  H.  Porter,  J.  I).  Graves,  C.  A.  Parsons.  September,  1831 ; William  Bradner, 
Joseph  Graves,  John  McDonald,  March  1839;  £.  P.  Graves,  Ira  Cook,  Theo- 
dore Whitney,  April,  1849;  Ambrose  Packard,  Justus  Ingalls,  January,  1851; 
C.  C.  Ty rill.  John  Whitney,  September,  1856;  Dr.  C.  S.  Ware,  L.  C.  Graves, 
April,  1863;  William  F.  Evans,  July  1863;  0.  IT.  Day,  W.  H.  Childs,  March. 
1873:  R.  H.  Jackson,  E.  A.  Butler,  C.  M.  Young,  May,  1875  ; Francis  C.  Belden, 
William  Campbell,  January,  1886;  William  A.  Pringle,  January  12,  1894. 

“We  are  not  so  fortunate  in  securing  the  list  of  all  the  trustees  who 
had  borne  office.  In  1849  the  list  was : Ambrose  Packard,  Theodore  Whitney, 
Worthy  Curtiss,  Charles  Symonds,  Alexander  Grant  and  A.  H.  Porter.  Later 
on  Morris  L.  Fox,  Lyman  Graves,  William  F.  Evans,  V.  M.  Porter,  John 
Slocum,  James  F.  Trott,  John  Q.  Adams,  Benjamin  Rhodes,  Dr.  W.  D.  Hough 
and  John  R.  Porter  served. 

“The  present  board  consists  of  E.  P.  Bowen,  president;  Messrs,  James 
Davy,  Arthur  Schoellkopf,  Walter  McCulloh,  John  McKay  and  Paul  M. 
Lincoln-5’ 

It  will  be  observed  that  of  this  entire  list  of  ministers  none  survives 
except  Rev.  A.  S.  Bacon,  the  pastor  for  a quarter  of  a century,  and  that  of 
the  officers  of  the  church  mentioned  the  only  survivors  resident  in  Niagara 
Falls  are  William  A.  Pringle,  senior  eMer,  and  Walter  McCulloh,  former 
trustee.  Dr.  W.  D.  Hough  resides  in  La  Salle  and  Paul  M.  Lincoln  in 
Pittsburgh. 

The  elders  who  have  been  elected  since  the  diamond  anniversary  of  the 
church  in  1899  are  as  follows  : Charles  J.  Elderfield,  Fred  Whitney,  James  G. 
Marshal,  F.  C.  Frarey,  George  A.  McLaren,  Charles  W.  Ross,  Albert  M. 
Rooker,  Elbert  Ross,  Walter  E-  Mack  and  William  N.  Baxter. 

Of  these  Fred  Whitney  has  passed  to  his  reward  and  F.  C.  Frarey  has 
removed  from  the  city. 

Since  the  Diamond  Anniversary  the  following  trustees  have  been 
elected : E.  G.  Hartshorn,  Alton  A.  Richardson,  Charles  W.  Moyer,  G. 
Edward  Sims,  James  G.  Marshall,  John  A.  Tansley,  Paul  A.  Schoellkopf, 
George  E.  Tanner,  E.  O.  Babcock,  Walter  Greig,  Joseph  F.  Braden,  Charles 
F.  Crick,  William  H.  Mitchell,  Fred  B.  Hill,  Percy  E.  Blood,  John  L.  Harper, 
Robert  J.  Moore.  Robert  McDonald,  Jr.,  Mrs-  Edward  T.  Williams,  Dr.  R. 
C.  Snowdon,  Mrs.  T.  L.  Bishop,  Mrs.  Oliver  D.  Dales  and  Charles  D.  Shaw. 

During  the  past  few  years  Rev.  George  L.  Tappan,  who  came  here  from 
the  far  western  state  of  Idaho,  served  for  a considerable  time  as  assistant 
minister,  and  Rev.  John  Richelsen,  D.  D-,  formerly  of  Bradford,  Pa.,  was 
co-minister  for  several  months,  While  here  Mr.  Tappan  was  called  to 
a charge  at  Hammondsport,  N.  Y.,  and  Dr.  Richelsen  to  a charge  at  Ken- 
more,  N-  Y.  At  different  times  Rev.  Robert  Hastings  Nichols,  D.  D.,  of  Auburn 
Theological  Seminary,  and  Rev.  Wm  Weller,  D.  D.,  formerly  of  Geneva,  N.  Y. 
have  served  this  church  as  supplies. 

Rev,  Asa  Fiske,  D.  D.,  also  supplied  the  pulpit  for  several  months. 
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FOUNDING  OF  THE  GENERAL  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

Speaking  generally  and  very  briefly,  Presbyterianism  is  a system  of 
church  government  by  presbyters,  or  elders-  This  fact  distinquishes  it 
from  other  forms  of  church  government,  the  papal,  the  episcopal  and  the 
congregational.  “In  the  Presbyterian  system  ecclestiastic  authority  is  in 
the  body  of  presbyters  called  by  Christ,  and  ordained  by  presbyters  to  rule 
over  the  church.  The  Presbyterian  churches  exalt  the  scriptures  above  the 
church,  and  urge  that  Christian  men  and  Christian  assemblages  should  wait 
upon  God,  and  listen  for  the  voice  * of  His  spirit  speaking  infallibly  in  the 
Word.” 

Calvin  has  been  regarded  as  the  founder  of  Presbyterianism,  and  it  is 
true  that  he  Avas  the  first  to  organize  the  Reformed  church  on  a Presbyterian 
model ; but  is  should  be  remembered  that  government  by  a body  of  elders  was 
maintained  by  the  Waldensians  and  others  from  a much  earlier  date.  Pres- 
byterian polity  rests  on  representative  government  and  an  ascending  series 
of  appellate  courts.  There  were  three  classes  of  officers  in  every  church  at 
the  beginning,  the  minister,  or  pastor,  who  was  called  the  teaching  elder,  the 
body  of  ruling  elders,  who,  with  the  pastor,  have  the  spiritual  oversight  of 
the  church ; and  the  deacons,  who  had  the  care  of  the  poor,  and  in  some  cases 
also  managed  the  financial  affairs.  The  primary  ruling  body  of  the  church 
is  the  session,  consisting  of  the  pastor  and  the  elders,  chosen  by  the  congre- 
gation. 

The  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Niagara  Falls  has  no  deacons,  but  a 
board  of  trustees  who  manage  its  financial  affairs. 

The  first  public  movement  tOAvards  the  organization  of  the  Presbyterain 
church  was  the  draAving  of  a bond  knoAvn  as  “The  First  Covenant.”  It  was 
signed  at  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  December  3,  1557,  by  some  of  the  most  power- 
ful Scotch  barons,  and  by  many  of  the  lesser  nobility.  This  brought  forth  a 
proclamation  from  the  Queen  Regent  forbidding  anyone  to  preach  or  admin- 
ister the  sacrament  Avithout  the  authority  of  a bishop,  but  the  Reformed 
party  triumphed  and  in  1560  Parliament  abolished  the  Roman  Catholic  form 
of  worship,  adopted  a confession  of  faith  agreeing  with  those  of  the  Reformed 
churches  of  the  continent,  and  appointed  ministers  of  the  protestant  faith 
to  various  parts  of  the  kingdom.  On  December  20,  1560,  the  first  General 
Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  Avas  held  in  Edinburgh.  It  consisted  of 
six  ministers  and  24  laymen. 

The  Presbyterion  church  in  the  United  States  A\ras  founded  by  the  Scotch 
Irish,  French,  German  and  Dutch  Reformed  immigrants  to  this  country. 
Fugitives  from  persecution,  they  found  refuge  in  the  more  liberal  colonies 
of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  Virginia,  the  Carolinas,  and  some 
in  NeAv  England.  The  founding  of  a Presbyterian  colony  on  Massachusetts 
Bay  took  place  in  1625.  With  the  arrival  of  more  colonists  in  1629  a church 
Avas  fully  constituted  under  Rev.  Samuel  Skelton. 
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THE  NIAGARA  PRESBYTERY 

As  is  known,  Congregational  churches  preceded  Presbyterian  churches 
in  Western  New  York,  but  the  first  was  later  succeeded  by  the  latter.  In  1801 
a plan  of  union  was  agreed  upon  between  the  Presbyterian  church  and  the 
Connecticut  General  .Association  which  provided  terms  for  mutual  help. 
Presbyterian  ministers  might  serve  Congregational  churches  and  vice  versa. 
Thus  early  was  church  consolidation  inaugurated.  In  recent  years  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  Somerset,  Niagara  county,  was  merged  with  the 
Methodist  church.  The  Somerset  church  was  organized  January  26,  1824, 
a little  earlier  than  the  Niagara  Falls  church. 

Rev.  David  M.  Smith,  who  organized  our  church,  was  also  a leader  in 
the  organization  of  the  Wilson  church  and  the  first  church  of  Lockport.  He 
was  a leading  spirit  in  the  Niagara  Presbytery  which  was  organized  in  1817, 
the  same  year  of  the  Lewiston  church.  These  Niagara  county  churches 
were  planted  by  missionary  labor  under  the  auspices  of  the  Connecticut 
Home  Missionary  Society  which  was  the  oldest  organization  of  the  kind  on 
the  continent,  being  formed  in  1774.  It  was  ostensibly  Congregational,  but 
stated  to  be  more  than  half  Presbyterian.  The  Niagara  Presbytery  orgin- 
ally  embraced  all  of  the  territory  known  as  Western  New  York.  It  included 
the  churches  in  Buffalo,  Rochester  and  Genesee-  Rochester  and  Genesee 
were  seperated  froni  it  in  1819.  and  Buffalo  in  1823.  It  has  ever  since 
included  Niagara  and  a part  of  Orleans  county,  Holly  in  that  county  being 
the  eastermost  parish  until  recently  when  it  was  transferred  to  the  Rochester 
Presbytery.  The  Niagara  Presbytery  was  set  off  from  Geneva  in  1817. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Niagara  Presbytery  as  now  constituted  was 
held  at  Gasport,  Niagara  county,  January  27,  1824.  At  that  time  there  were 
eleven  churches  in  the  Presbytery,  and  four  ordained  ministers.  Now  there 
are  twenty  churches.  These  churches  are  as  follows : Albion,  Barre  Center, 
Knowlesville,  Lewiston,  Lockport,  first,  Lockport,  second,  Lockport  Calvary, 
Lyndonville,  Mapleton,  Medina,  Middleport,  Model  City,  Niagara  Falls,  first, 
Niag'ara  Falls,  Pierce  avenue,  Niagara  Falls,  third,  North  Tonawanda-,  north, 
North  Tonawanda,  third,  Wilson,  Wright’s  Corners  and  Youngstown. 

At  that  first  meeting'  of  the  Niagara  Presbytery  at  Gasport,  Rev. 
David  M.  Smith  was  the  moderator  and  preached  the  inaugural  sermons. 
None  of  the  churches  in  the  Presbytery  were  self-sustaining  at  that  time. 
Some  22  years  later  these  churches  had  a membership  of  over  2,500  and  this 
membership  had  not  increased  much  30  years  later  than  that,  although  there 
were  23  ministers  and  19  churches. 

PIERCE  AVENUE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

The  Pierce  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  is  a mission  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  it  has  had  a marvelous  growth. 

On  April  22.  1893,  a Sunday  school  was  organized  with  the  late  E.  A. 
Butler,  an  elder  of  the  First  church,  as  superintendent.  The  organization 
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of  the  Pierce  avenue  Presbyterian  church  followed  on  September  10,  1893, 
the  original  charter  membership  roll  consisting  of  37  members.  Rev.  George 
Nichols  was  installed  as  the  first  pastor. 

Rev.  W.  C.  Crofts,  the  present  minister,  who  has  served  as  such  since 
December,  1917,  sends  the  following  “appreciation”  on  the  occasion  of  the 
centennial  of  the  “mother”  church  : 

AN  APPRECIATION 

“God  moves  in  a mysterious  way  His  wonders  to  perform!’’  How  often 
we  see  it  and  how  true  it  is  that  men  living"  close  to  God,  build  better  than 
they  know. 

“Pierce  avenue,  child  of  the  First  Church,  was  born  in  faith  and  prayer 
in  the  year  1893,  twenty  of  the  thirty-seven  original  charter  members  bring- 
ing their  letters  from  the  mother  church. 

“Seven  pastors  have  served  the  church,  which  from  the  first  has  had  a 
steady  and  healthy  growth,  receiving  into  its  fellowship  1538  members,  of 
whom  1014  came  on  confession  of  faith,  786  children  being  dedicated  to  the 
Lord  in  baptism. 

“Three  times  the  building  has  had  to  be  enlarged,  with  the  erection  of 
a much  needed  modern  Sunday  school  plant  now  under  consideration. 

“The  first  thought  of  the  Pierce  avenue  church  has  always  been  pro- 
vision for  its  children  and  its  young  people,  inherited  largely  from  its  founders 
and  guiding  spirits,  Rev.  A.  S-  Bacon,  E.  A.  Butler,  C.  M.  Young  and  James 
Davy. 

“With  our  growing"  city  pushing  to  the  east  as  it  is  Pierce  avenue  church 
is  stragetically  located  and  holds  a future,  redolent  with  hope  and  promise. 
With  one  heart  and  voice  she  says  to  the  mother  church,  “Thank  you  for  all 
you  have  done,’’  and  wishes  the  realization  of  every  joy  in  this  her  centennial 
anniversary.” 

THE  WOMAN’S  HOME  AND  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 
OF  THE  PRESBYTERY  OF  NIAGARA 

Niagara  Presbytery  had  been  organized  for  53  years  and  the  women 
seldom  attended,  but  in  April,  1877,  several  of  them  went1  to  Medina  to  hear 
Mrs.  Bird  who  was  advocating  women  taking  up  missionary  work  and 
organizing  for  that  purpose.  She  asked  the  women  to  meet  her  after  the 
meeting"  and  only  six  stayed.  With  this  small  number  the  work  started. 
The  first  officers  were  Mrs,  Marcusson,  of  Lvndonville,  president;  Mrs. 
Robert  Norton,  of  Lockport,  vice-president ; Mrs.  L.  B.  Bacon,  Holly,  cor- 
responding secretary  and  treasurer;  Miss  Abel,  of  Albion,  recording  secre- 
tary. One  auxilliary  society  was  reported  as  already  organized  at  Wilson 
through  the  efforts  of  Mrs-  R.  C.  Holmes.  Thus  Wilson  has  the  honor  of 
having  the  first  Woman’s  Missionary  Society  in  Niagara  Presbytery.  At 
the  first  annual  meeting  in  Lockport,  April  23,  1878.  Mrs-  Robert  Norton  was 
elected  president  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  ten  years.  She  personally 
organizd  every  society  in  the  Presbytery  and  from  five  auxiliaries  reporting 
the  first  year  the  number  increased  to  ten  the  second  year  and  in  a short 
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time  to  nineteen  which  meant  that  practically  every  church  in  the  Presbytery 
had  its  woman’s  organization. 

Following  Mrs.  Norton’s  resignation  in  1887,  Mrs.  G.  S.  Hutchinson  of 
Albion  was  elected  and  she  served  eleven  years.  Under  her  administration 
the  Young  People’s  work  was  started  and  almost  as  many  Y.  P.  societies  as 
senior  organizations  have  been  in  existence  ever  since.  It  was  also  at  this 
time  that  the  support  of  Miss  Grace  Newton,  head  of  a g'irls’  school  in  China, 
was  taken  up.  Since  these  two  early  presidents,  who  served  such  long  terms 
the  following  have  been  elected  to  the  office:  Mrs.  Ruth  Frost,  Somerset; 
Mrs.  Jesse  Peterson,  Lockport,  Miss  Lena  Rowley,  Medina,  Mrs.  Allen,  of 
Youngstown ; Mrs.  E.  G.  Parker,  of  Lockport ; and  Mrs.  Edward  T.  Williams, 
of  Niaga'ra  Falls.  The  work  as  a Presbyterial  society  has  been  far-reaching. 
From  frozen  Alaska  in  the  north  to  the  southland  has  money  and  things 
needful  g'one.  We  have  had  scholarships  in  many  schools  with  special  inter- 
est in  Asheville,  S.  C.,  our  local  church  having  furnished  and  maintained 
the  Fanny  M.  Young  room  for  many  years  and  now  has  a hundred  dollar 
scholarship. 

Among  the  colored  people  Albion  Academy  is  so  named  because  the 
fund  to  start  the  school  was  given  by  an  Albion  woman  and  a room  in  that 
school  is  named  the  Twitchel  Memorial  room  after  one  of  our  earnest  work- 
ers. 

Dr.  Babcock  once  said  that  the  Christian  whose  love  could  not  fly  across 
the  ocean  must  have  a broken  wing.  Niagara  Presbyterial  society  has  always 
had  an  interest  in  lands  across  the  sea  and  has  supported  missionaries  in 
India,  Korea  and  four  different  ones  in  China,  first  Miss  Barr,  then  Miss 
Newton,  Miss  Elise  Eddy  and  now  Miss  Katharine  Hand-  Our  home  mis- 
sionary is  Mrs.  Margaret  Paseo  at  the  Allison-James  school,  Santa  Fe, 
N.  M. 

The  first  money  given  amounted  to  $751.00.  This  year  our  apportion- 
ments are  $8,60000. 

MRS.  E.  T.  WILLIAMS,  President. 

OUR  FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES 

During  the  celebration  of  the  one-hundredth  anniversary  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  attention  of  the  membership  is  naturally  directed 
to  those  who,  from  time' to  time  during  its  history,  have  labored  to  crown 
with  success  the  efforts -of  the  church.  Among  those  who  served  was  Rev. 
M.  Willis  Greenfield  who  for  several  years  was  the  representative  in 
Korea  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.  Although 
his  work  was  little  known  and  was  liot  spectacular,  he  accomplished  large 
things  in  his  chosen  field. 

Willis  Greenfield  came  to  Niagara  Falls  during  his  boyhood  and  entered 
the  Niagara  Falls  schools.  Upon  his  graduation  from  the  Niagara  Falls 
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High  School  in  1900  he  entered  Syracuse  University,  where  he  com- 
pleted the  Arts  Course.  He  then  entered  the  Auburn  Seminary  and  finished 
his  studies  there-  After  his  ordination  the  officers  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  conceived  the  idea  of  supporting  a missionary  in  the  foreign  field 
and  Rev-  Greenfield  volunteered  to  act  in  that  capacity.  He  accordingly 
left  his  home  and  friends  in  this  city  and  carried  the  gospel  to  Korea, 
serving  there  for  many  years.  His  parish  was  widely  scattered  and  this 
necessitated  his  journeying'  from  place  to  place  in  all  weather  and  under 
conditions  far  from  ideal.  -The  .constant  exposure  undermined  his  health 
and  superinduced  a malady  which  ultimately  caused  his  death. 

It  is  service  such  as  this  that  has  carried  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
through  the  years  and  has  made  it  a power  in  this  community. 

Rev.  David  Thomas  is  now  the  missionary  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church.  His  field  is  no  longer  in  Korea  but  is  in  China.  Mr.  Thomas  is 
this  yeaf  having  his  furlough  which  comes  once  in  seven  years,  and  is  spend- 
ing his  time  taking  a post-graduate  course  at  Princeton  University.  He 
will  be  with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  during  a number  of  days  of  the 
Centennial  Celebration  and  will  be  the  speaker  at  one  of  the  services. 

GEORGE  A.  McLAREN 

A REMARKABLE  RECORD 

During  more  than  a third  of  the  century  since  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Niagara  Falls  was  organized  Rev.  Albert  Simonds  Bacon  has 
served  as  its  pastor,  and  given  counsel,  guidance,  service  and  sympathy  not 
only  to  its  ever  increasing  membership,  but  to  a large  number  of  other 
people  outside  of  its  fold. 

This  is  a remarkable  record.  It  not  only  is  not  equalled  nor  closely 
approached  in  the  history  of  this  church,  but  it  has  not  been  equalled  by  any 
other  protestant  minister  in  Niagara  County  except  Rev.  Louis  J,  Gross  who 
retired  after  about  35  years’  service  as  pastor  of  the  West  Somerset  Baptist 
church- 

Mr.  Bacon  has  seen  the  membership  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church 
grow  from  273  when  he  assumed  the  pastorate  in  1890  to  940,  which  is  its 
membership  now.  He  has  seen  this  church  become  one  of  the  largest  if 
not  the  largest  in  the  Niagara  Presbytery — the  only  other  one  surpassing 
or  possibly  equalling  it  being  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Lockport 
which  last  year  celebrated  its  centenary — but  one  of  the  largest  churches 
of  any  denomination  in  Western  New  York,  or  the  Genesee  Country  as  it 
was  called  in  the  early  day.  The  two  Bacons,  Rev.  Albert  S.  and  his  uncle. 
Rev.  John  S.,  have  been  the  shepherds  of  this  flock  for  more  than  40  years. 

Fruitful  years  they  were.  The  writer  of  these  lines  has  sat  under  the 
tutelage  of  Rev.  Albert  Simonds  Bacon  throughout  the  period  of  his  long 
pastorate  and  claims  the  privilege  to  say  that  this  church  and  the  community 
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at  large  owe  him  an  appreciation  that  they  can  never  fully  express, 
other  sentiment  would  recall  the  lines  of  Shakespeare : 

Blow,  blow,  thou  winter  wind, 

“Thou  art  not  so  unkind 
“As  man's  ingratitude.” 

Ever  steadfast,  never  self-seeking,  ever  modest,  almost  to  a fault, 
Albert  S.  Bacon  has  wielded  a powerful  influence,  particularly  in  his  church, 
generally  in  the  city  at  large,  never  ostentatiously  or  offensively — in  no 
sense  ever  a political  pulpiteer — but  in  the  ascending  appellate  courts  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  the  United  States.  He  is  a director  of  the  Auburn 
Seminary  from  the  Niagara  Presbytery,  and  last  year  he  was  the  moderator 
of  the  synod,  namely  presiding  officer  of  the  New  York  State  organization 
of  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  the  general  assembly,  which  is  the  national 
organization,  he  has  been  an  influential  figure,  and  he  is  an  official  of  the 
national  missionary  organization. 

On  Sunday,  August,  1 1915,  the  25th  anniversary  of  Mr  Bacon’s  pas- 
torate was  observed.  At  that  time  this  statement  was  made : 

“The  Officers  of  the  Church,  in  calling  attention  to  the  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  of  Mr-  Bacon’s  pastorate,  are  happy  in  their  confidence  that  they 
are  expressing  the  thought  of  the  membership  of  the  Church  and  Congrega- 
tion when  they  say  that  these  years  of  service  have  been,  and  are,  greatly 
appreciated,  not  only  for  what  has  been  accomplished  within  the  Church, 
but  also  for  the  work  outside,  which  has  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  two 
other  churches  in  the  city,  and  the  erection  of  a building  which  is  jised  for 
mission  work. 

“In  examining-  the  records  the  Officers  find  that  during  these  twenty- 
five  years  the  membership  of  the  Church  has  increased  from  two  hundred 
and  seventy-three  to  six  hundred  and  eighty-nine  members.  There  have 
been  nine  hundred  and  fifty-seven  persons  received  into  membership,  with 
five  hundred  and  fifty-nine  baptisms.  Seven  hundred  and  forty-five  funerals, 
and  ten  hundred  and  thirty  weddings  make  up  a part  of  the  record.’’ 

MUSIC  IN  THE  CHURCH 

Music,  of  course,  has  had  an  important  part  in  the  century  of  service  that 
this  church  has  rendered  to  this  community. 

The  first  organist  was  Mrs.  Augustus  Porter.  Some  of  the  others 
have  been  Miss  Jennie  Porter,  her  daughter  ; Miss  Clara  Johnson,  Miss  Mary 
Davy  (Mrs.  Jacob  Williams),  Miss  Allie  Roberts,  Miss  Nellie  Graves,  Miss 
Annie  White,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Gantz,  Miss  Mary  Swan,  P.  Jewett  Scovill  and  Miss 
Alice  Babcock  Trott.  The  late  John  Quincy  Adams  either  played  or  led  the 
singing  at  one  time.  Robert  D.  McIntyre,  when  a boy,  pumped  the  organ  and 
with  the  first  money  he  earned  bought  a watch  which  he  still  has.  Charles 
Guinther  at  one  time  also  pumped  the  organ. 

The  first  singers  in  the  choir  to  our  knowledge  were  two  daughters  of 
Ira  Cook,  later  a trustee-  They  were  cousins  of  Lyman  Graves,  also  later  a 
trustee.  The  next  ones  were  Miss  Jennie  Porter,  Miss  Lucia  Ware,  a sister 
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of  Dr.  Charles  S.  Ware,  later  an  elder,  Mr.  Fassett,  who  played  the  flute,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Ware.  Dr.  Ware  was  both  an  elder  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school,  and  while  a member  of  the  choir  he  made  his  professional 
calls  before  Sunday  morning  service  and  then,  afterwards,  if  patients  needed 
him,  he  was  always  found  at  the  Presbyterian  church. 

A choir  was  later  organized  from  the  Sunday  school  with  Miss  Jennie 
Porter  at  the  organ,  Miss  Effie  Canfield  (now.  Mrs.  George  H.  Salt),  Miss 
Jennie  Udell,  Miss  Libbie  Hulett,  Miss  Emma  Hutzel,  Miss  Eddy,  Dr.  Eddy, 
Frank  Bush  and  Don  C.  Collins. 

When  the  choir  loft  was  on  the  First  street  end  of  the  church  there 
was  a time  when  the  whole  congregation  turned  around  and  faced  the  choir 
when  it  was  singing. 

Others  who  sang  in  the  choir  were  Mr.  and  Mrs-  Lyman  Graves,  Miss 
Emma  Packard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Gantz  and  Henry  Young. 

For  a time  under  Rev.  John  S.  Bacon’s  pastorate  there  was  no  choir. 
Will  Doggett,  a former  pastor’s  son  and  then  the  principal  of  the  Niagara 
Falls  village  school,  stood  in  front  of  the  pulpit  atid  led  the  congregational 
singing.  Later  a choir  consisted  of  Lillie  Fox,  Jessie  Jackson,  Addie  John- 
son, Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Gantz,  Frank  Bush,  Don  C.  Collins  and  Mrs.  Fred- 
erick Leuppie.  At  a Christmas  service  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Clark  and  Capt. 
Michells  B.  Butler  assisted  the  choir. 

The  next  choir  was  composed  of  the  Misses  Clara  and  Gertrude  Sears, 
Don  C.  Collins  and  A.  B.  Gantz,  and  Fannie  Barker,  now  Mrs.  D.  C.  Edwards. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  C-  S.  Stowitts  the  choir  consisted  of  Miss 
Jennie  Davy,  now  Mrs.  E.  O.  Babcock,  Lillie  Burgard,  Addie  Johnson,  Mrs- 
Gantz,  George  E.  Pool,  E.  Johnson,  Henry  Uhl,  Mr.  Cordley  and  E.  O. 
Babcock. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  Rev.  A.  S.  Bacon’s  pastorate  there  was  a quartette 
composed  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  O.  Babcock,  Miss  Hattie  Webb,  now  Mrs.  E-  G. 
Hartshorn,  and  George  E.  Pool.  There  was  also  a male  quartette  composed 
of  E.  O.  Babcock,  Fred  Butler,  George  E.  Pool  and  William  S.  Clark.  Other 
singers  have  been  Miss  Stanton,  Miss  Simkins,  Will  Blaine,  A.  A.  Richard- 
son, Miss  Prime,  Harry  A.  Hagerman,  W.  T-  Aley,  and  Fred  Gray. 

Within  the  period  during  which  Miss  Alice  Babcock  Trott  has  been  the 
organist  and  had  charge  of  the  music  the  sing'ers  have  been  as  follows : 

Sopranos — Mrs.  Laura  Stanton  Chaplin,  Miss  Eva  Tugby,  Mrs.  Allen 
T.  Stewart,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Hooker,  Mrs.  Bela  Neubauer,  Miss  Gertrude  Speck, 
Miss  Edith  Watkins,  Miss  Ambolena  Hooker,  Mrs,  H.  N.  Grinager,  Mrs. 
Marian  Douglas  Symons,  Mrs.  Leslie  Smith,  Miss:  Elsa  Vorwerk,  Mrs. 
George  Dresser,  Mrs.  Helen  Bunker  and  Mrs.  Ethel  Perry  Cummings- 

Altos — Mrs.  Elmer  T.  Eshelman,  Miss  Marian  E.  Robinson,  Miss  Mar- 
garet McNamara,  Miss  H.  Frances  Fischer  and  Mrs.  Chester  E.  Campbell. 
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Tenor — Fred  W.  Gray. 

Bases — W.  J.  Aley,  Joseph  DuMoulin,  George  W.  Chormann,  Chester 
E.  Campbell,  Albert  \V.  Connelly  and  Carl  F.  Heywang. 

Organists  who  have  substituted  for  Miss  Trott  for  any  length  of  time 
are  Mrs.  Roy  E.  Fowler  and  Mrs.  Mary  Chappell  Fisher. 

MRS.  E.  O.  BABCOCK. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

It  is  not  easy  to  realize  that  an  institution  so  vital  to  the  life  of  the 
church  as  the  Sunday  School  is  a comparatively  modern  organization.  The 
first  Sunday  School  was  organized  by  Robert  Raikes,  in  England,  in  1780, 
while  New  York’s  first  school  was  organized  in  1803.  The  Sunday  School 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Society,  organized  in  1827,  three  years  after  the 
organization  of  the  church,  may  therefore  be  considered  one  of  the  pioneer 
schools  of  the  state. 

Its  first  meeting  place  was  in  the  village  schoolhouse  at  the  corner  of 
Falls  and  Mechanic  (Prospect)  streets,  then  in  1831  in  the  frame  church 
which  had  been  erected  on  First  street  near  where  the  branch  post  office  is 
now  located.  In  1849  the  present  stone  church  was  built  and  the  school  met 
in  the  basement  till  the  chapel  was  added  in  1879.  This  basement,  where 
the  school  held  its  sessions  for  thirty  )^ears,  had  a small  room  at  the  rear 
where  the  “infant  class”  met.  The  floor  of  the  church  auditorium  was  sup- 
ported by  large  square  posts  painted  white.  These  posts  were  afterwards 
replaced  by  iron  columns,  the  class  room  at  the  tear  enlarged  and  wooden 
sliding  doors  added,  for  which  glass  doors  were  afterwards  substituted,  and 
an  outside  entrance  provided.  Previously  the  small  scholars  passed  out 
through  the  main  school  while  the  school  was  still  in  session.  When  the 
chapel  was  built  in  1879,  the  primary  department  was  given  a room  with 
sliding  doors  at  the  south  end,  while  the  bible  classes  met  in  rooms  at  the 
north  end,  and  the  main  school  in  the  body  of  the  chapel.  In  1902,  when  the 
first  remodeling  took  place,  the  school  was  given  added  room  in  class  rooms 
in  galleries  at  both  ends  of  the  chapel,  and  the  primary  department  was  taken 
to  the  basement  where  they  had  increased  space.  In  the  1922  remodelling  the 
school  was  given  more  room  in  every  department  and  provision  made  for 
the  junior  department  on  the  second  floor. 

The  first  superintendent  was  Albert  H.  Porter,  whose  service  to  the 
school  and  to  the  church  as  an  elder,  is  commemorated  by  the  tablet  at  the 
left  of  the  pulpit.  The  next  superintendents  were  Dr.  Tyrell  and  A.  B.  Law- 
rence, the  latter  resigning  to  go  to  the  front  during  the  Civil  War.  Then 
followed  B.  C.  Dean,  Dr.  Charles  S.  Ware,  W.  F.  Evans  (memorial  tablet  at 
right  of  pulpit)),  O.  H.  Day,  E.  A.  Butler,  Benjamin  Rhodes,  C.  M.  Young. 
Monroe  Murphy  and  W.  A.  Pringle.  One  of  the  first  superintendents  of  the 
infant  and  primary  class  was  a Mrs.  Titus,  then  Mrs.  (Dr.)  Chas.  S.  Ware, 


26 


E.  A.  Butler,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  McCulloh,  Miss  Clara  Olmstead,  Mrs. 
Oliver  Dales,  Miss  Jennie  Olmstead,  Mrs.  T.  L.  Bishop  and  Mrs.  B.  R.  Black- 
marr.  The  junior  department  superintendents  were  Mrs.  John  Brophy,  Miss 
Langmuir,  Miss  Rose  Laubocker,  Miss  Ethel  Jopp  and  G.  W-  McEwen.  Sup- 
erintendents of  beginners,  Mrs.  Nicholson  and  Mrs  . Fred  Gray ; cradle 
roll,  Mrs.  Oliver  Dales,  Mrs.  A.  H.  DaAds,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Connor;  home  depart- 
ment, Mrs.  John  W.  Potter.  The  first  secretary  of  the  school  of  whom  we 
have  record  was  James  Sinclair.  Others  were  Edward  Johnson,  Horatio 
N.  Griffith,  George  E.  WrighR  A.  CABarlow,  Fred  Butler,  George  S-  Cowper, 
Charles  T.  Rhodes,  Edward  Sims,  Orville  Butler,  Martin  Schneckenberger, 
Charles  Van  Duser,  Charles  McEllven,  Robert  McDonald.  Leon  Hitchcock 
served  the  school  as  treasurer  for  many  years,  and  Miss  Florence  Tschabold  as 
pianist. 

In  1900  the  primary  department  was  re-organized  and  instead  of  being 
taught  by  one  teacher  was  divided  into  several  classes  each  with  a teacher. 
Sometime  about  1908  the  junior  department  was  separated  from  the  main 
school  and  given  a junior  superintendent,  and  the  same  year  the  school 
adopted  the  graded  lesspps.  In  1920  the  beginners’  department  was  separ- 
ated from  the  primary  department.  In  1908  the  cradle  roll  was  organized  and 
in  1921  the  home  department. 

The  school  has  always  been  self-sustaining,  and  has  also  helped  in  the 
financial  work  of  the  church.  In  1876  the  school  started  a fund  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a chapel,  which  was  built  three  years  later.  This  fund  amounted  to 
$1,490.  In  1899  the  school  started  the  fund  for  the  first  remodelling  of  the 
church  and  chapel.  It  has  always  contributed  to  the  boairds  of  the  church, 
and  for  fifteen  years,  has  contributed  $100  a year  to  the  support  of  our  mis- 
sionary. The  yearly  Christmas  offerings  of  recefit  years,  principally  for 
needy  children,  have  been  an  inspiration. 

The  school  has  been  fortunate  in  having  held  the  active  interest  of  the 
eldership  of  the  church.  Nearly  all  the  elders  served  as  teachers  or  officers. 

In  numbers,  the  school  has  increased  from  a few  to  the  present  mem- 
bership of  over  five  hundred,  including  seventy  teachers  and  officers.  Besides 
these,  there  is  a home  department  of  45  and  a cradle  roll  of  80. 

One  of  the  boys  of  the  school,  Willis  Greenfield,  went  out  as  our  mision- 
ary  to  Korea,  and  laid  down  his  life  in  the  work.  One  of  the  teachers,  John 
Mundell,  was  ordained  as  a minister  of  the  Gospel  and  is  now  pastor  of  a 
church. 

E.  A . Butler  taught  the  primary  class  for  over  twenty  years,  and  one 
of  the  present  teachers  of  the  school,  F.  L.  Jopp,  has  taught  for  over  thirty 
years. 

During  Mr.  Young’s  superintendency,  the  picnics  of  the  school,  usually 
held  at  Wilson,  were  the  event  of  the  year,  and  the  annual  sleigh  ride  and 
teachers’  meeting  at  the  home  of  Elder  John  Whitney  on  the  Lockport  Road 
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was  an  experience  to  be  recalled  with  the  greatest  of  pleasure  by  those  who 
were  fortunate  enough  to  have  participated.  In  1896  Mr.  Young  inaugurated 
the  giving"  of  generous  Christmas  baskets  to  provide  Christmas  dinners  for 
families  who  otherwise  would  miss  the  good  things  with  which  the  day  is 
celebrated.  This  was  kept  up  for  many  years,  from  50  to  150  baskets  being 
sent  out  a'nnually.  It  was  finally  discontinued  because  many  other  organi- 
zations adopted  the  plan,  and  the  need  grew  less. 

The  desk  and  chairs  now  in  use  in  the  chapel,  were  presented  to  the 
school  by  Mr.  Young",  March  22,  1903. 

Fifty  years  ago  Albert  H.  Porter  gave  the  school  twenty  bibles  to  be 
given  for  faithful  service.  The  school  has  continued  to  give  bibles  for 
attendance  since  that  time. 

On  Childrens’  Day,  1913.  Mr.  Evans  in  celebration  of  his  90th  birthday, 
gave  every  member  of  the  school,  who  had  been  regular  in  their  attendance 
for  one  year,  a beautiful  morrocco  bound,  large  print,  testament  to  be  given 
to  the  parents  of  the  recipient.  Eig'hty-three  persons  received 
these  beautiful  books. 

The  present  officers  of  the  school  are : W.  A.  Pringle,  general  superin- 
tendent; Fred  B.  Hill,  assistant;  W.  E.  Mack,  assistant;  Robert  McDonald, 
secretary ; W.  C.  Sells,  treasurer ; Arline  Gray,  pianist ; Harold  Potter,  chor- 
ister; George  W.  McEwen,  junior  superintendent;  W.  H.  Mitchell,  assistant; 
George  Zehr,  secretary;  Miss  Snyder,  pianist;  Mrs.  B.  R.  Blackmarr,  primary 
superintendent;  Mrs.  George  McLaren,  assistant;  Mrs.  Reid,  secretary;  Miss 
Ethelda  Drummond,  pianist;  Mrs.  Wm.  Watson,  social  secretary;  Mrs.  Fred 
Gray,  beginners’  superintendent;  Miss  Sarah  Hughes,  secretary;  Mrs.  Currie, 
pianist;  Mrs.  John  W.  Potter,  supt.  Home  department;  Mrs.  S.  A.  Connor, 
superintendent  Cradle  Roll. 

WILLIAM  A.  PRINGLE!  General  Superintendent 

THE  WOMAN’S  CHURCH  AND  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

The  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  which  Ave  celebrate  this  year,  will 
bring  to  light  many  interesting  things,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  59  years 
of  splendid  service  rendered  by  the  women  of  our  church. 

The  first  woman’s  organization  of  which  we  have  any  record,  was 
formed'  at  the  request  of  W.  F.  Evans,  then  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
School,  whose  large  Leart  and  tender  sympathy  prompted  him  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  Sunday  School  teachers  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  A.  A.  Porter, 
November  7,  1865,  when  “Our  Benevolent  Society”  was  perfected  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  clothing  for  the  destitute  children  of  the  school.  Those 
present  at  the  first  meeting  AArere : Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  F.  Evans,  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Porter,  Miss  J.  A.  Porter,  Miss  Julia  Porter,  Mrs.  Doggett,  Mrs.  Pierce,  Mrs. 
Udell,  Miss  Mary  Grant,  Miss  Libbie  Grant  and  Mrs.  Philpott.  The  first 
officers  were:  Mrs.  Doggett,  president;  Mrs.  A.  A.  Porter  vice-president: 
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Miss  J.  A.  Porter,  secretary-treasurer.  Meetings  were  held  weekly  for  two 
months  and  all  the  children  were  supplied  with  warm  clothing.  No  meetings 
were  held  in  1866  but  the  treasurer’s  book  shows  that  many  families  in  the 
church  were  assisted. 

After  an  interval  of  two  years  a meeting  was  called  at  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Porter’s  in  January,  1868,  there  being  an  urgent  call  for  clothing  again.  The 
same  officers  were  re-elected  and  a board  of  directresses  were  appointed  to 
facilitate  the  work.  Meetings  were-<liscontinued  in  the  spring  until  Oct. 
16,  1871,  when  the  society  was  re-organized  and  the  following  officers  were 
elected : Miss  Maggie  Isbister,  president ; Mrs.  W.  F.  Evans,  vice-president ; 
Miss  Ella  A.  Spencer,  secretary,  and  Miss  Libbie  Symonds,  treasurer.  At 
this  time  the  name  of  the  society  was  changed  to  the  Ladies  Benevolent 
Society  and  at  this  time  they  began  helping  the  sufferers  of  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  who  were  made  destitute  by  a grasshopper  invasion.  Generous 
donations  of  both  clothing  and  money  were  sent  to  lift  the  burdens  of  these 
far  western  people.  In  Nov.  1872,  the  society  was  again  re-organized  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Clark  was  made  president ; Mrs.  W.  F.  Evans,  vice-president ; 
Miss  Ella  A.  .Spencer,  secretary  and  Miss  Libbie  Symonds,  treasurer.  Few 
meetings  were  held  this  year  but  several  families  of  the  church  and  village 
were  assisted. 

In  November,  1873,  the  society  ag'ain  re-organized  and  the  following 
officers  were  elected:  Mrs.  Henry  Clark,  president;  Mrs.  McLaughlin,  vice- 
president  ; Ella  A.  Spencer,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

In  1876,  December  21,  the  ladies  of  the  church  met  at  the  parsonage  by 
the  call  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  J.  S.  Bacon,  to  reorganize  the  former  Ladies’ 
Benevolent  Society  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  poor  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  following  officers  Avere  elected:  Mrs.  Dr.  Eddy,  .president;  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Bacon,  vice-president  ; Miss  Lillie  Fox,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Directores- 
es  were  appointed  and  the  fee  of  50c  reduced  to  25c.  December  27,  1878,  Mrs. 
Harrington  was  made  president ; Mrs.  Canfield,  vice-president ; Miss  Carrie 
Wright,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

January  19,  1879,  the  following  officers  were  elected:  Mrs.  J.  S.  Bacon, 
president;  Mrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  vice-president;  Rev.  J.iS.  Bacon,  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

In  1880  the  same  officers  were  re-elected. 

In  January,  1881,  the  following  officers  were  elected:  Mrs.  J.  Q.  Adams, 
president;  Mrs.  G.  W.  Wright,  vice-president;  Rev.  J.  S.  Bacon,  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

These  officers  were  elected  January  12,  1882:  Mrs.  G.  W.  Wright, 
president ; Mrs.  Sims,  vice-president ; Rev.  J.  S.  . Bacon,  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

January  11,  1883,  these  officers  were  chosen:  Mrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  presi- 
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dent;  Miss  H.  E.  Symonds,  vice-president;  Miss  F.  M.  Symonds,  secretary 
and  treasurer. 

After  several  attempts  to  call  a meeting  without  much  success,  in  July 
a meeting  waJs  called  and  a motion  was  considered  to  disband  as  a society 
and  the  work  turned  over  to  a new  organization,  “The  Ladies’  Church  Associa- 
tion.’’ A vote  was  taken  and  the  motion  carried. 

From  this  time  until  December  8,  1892,  there  is  no  record,  when  the 
Ladies’  Church  Association  and  the  Woman’s  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  were  united  under  a new  constitution  and  the  meetings  were  held 
monthly.  Mrs.  Thomas  Clark  was  made  president;  Miss  Carrie  M.  Wright, 
secretary  ; Mrs.  Fred  Leuppie,  corresponding  and  financial  secretary  ; 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Green,  treasurer,  and  under  Mrs.  Clark’s  splendid  leadership  the 
society  responded  whole-heartedly  and  unreservedly  giving  of  their  best  to 
the  work  of  the  church  as  well  as  to  the  mission  field  abroad.  Mrs.  Bacon 
came  as  a bride  to  our  church  this  year  and  a reception  in  her  honor  was 
given.  From  this  time  on  down  to  the  present  the  work  done  by  our  society 
is  familiar  to  most  of  us.  Much  charitable  work  was  accomplished  and 
splendid  support  given  when  our  church  was  remodeled  on  two  occasions. 
Generous  help  has  been  given  to  our  city  hospital  each  year,  and  many  a 
lonely  one  helped  by  this  society  in  the  years  gone  by.  We  have  one  life 
member  of  the  home  board  of  whom  we  feel  very  proud,  Mrs.  Fred’k  Leuppie, 
who  has  also  been  treasurer  for  31  years.  It  is  not  often  given  to  a church 
to  number  one  so  loyal  and  faithful  for  so  many  years.  This  past  year  the 
society  pledged  $500.00  to  the  Budget  fund,  and  in  almost  one  day  earned 
$1,065.00  at  a bazaar  and  supper. 

Besides  this,  large  apportionments  to  both  home  and  foreign  work  of 
Niagara  Presbyterial  Society  have  been  met,  our  part  of  the  salaries  of  Miss 
Katharine  Hand  in  China  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Paseo  in  Santa  Fe  have  been 
paid,  also  a scholarship  in  AsheAulle  Normal  and  Collegiate  Institute. 

MRS-  JAMES  E.  PATERSON,  President 

THE  PRESBYTERIAN  GUILD 

The  Presbyterian  Guild  grew  out  of  a desire  for  friendliness  and  socia- 
bility among  our  young-  people.  In  the  fall  of  1907,  Miss  Ethel  Sims  and  Miss 
Margaret  Sampson  conceived  the  idea  of  an  organization  among  the  young 
women  of  the  church.  Encouraged  by  Mr.  Bacon,  they  called  together  a 
score  of  girls  and  presented  a plan.  The  girls  eagerly  fell  in  line  and  organ- 
ization took  place  in  the  room  now  occupied  by  the  juniors,  with  37  cha'rter 
members.  The  first  officers  were  Ethel  Sims,  president;  Margaret  Sampson, 
vice-president ; Florence  Henderson,  secretary ; Edith  Denison,  treasurer. 
The  name  chosen  was  the  Young  Ladies’  Society  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church ; the  dues  were  five  cents  per  month.  In  1911,  for  the  sake  of  brevity, 
the  name  was  changed  to  the  Westminster  Guild,  but  being  a local  organiza- 
tion only,  this  name  proved  to  be  conflicting  with  the  nation-wide  organiza- 


30 


tions  of  Westminster  Guilds,  and  for  that  reason  was  changed  in  May,  1914,  to 
the  Presbyterian  Guild,  the  name  by  which  it  is  now  known.  In  1911  the 
first  constitution  was  formed. 

The  purpose  of  the  Guild  was  primarily  to  promote  sociability  and 
friendliness  abong  the  younger  women  of  the  church  by  means  of  a fellowship 
dinner  and  social  time  held  monthly.  The  custom  still  prevails  with  great 
satisfaction. 

The  membership  grew,  fluctuating  always  of  course,  until  in  1920  the 
peak  was  reached  when  23£~  members  were  enrolled.  Since  then  the 
membership  has  fallen  off  and  stands  at  present  at  136. 

With  the  membership  the  purpose  also  grew  to  accept  financial  obliga- 
tions for  the  church  and  community,  and  a little  later,  becoming  interested 
in  home  and  foreign  missions,  contributing  annually  an  average  of  $527.00 
to  home  and  foreign  missions  and  an  average  of  $156.00  for  local  miscellan- 
eous gifts  and  contributions  to  various  worthy  causes.  These  figures  are 
based  on  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Guild  for  the  past  three  years. 

In  1921  the  Guild  pledged  $1,000.00  to  the  building  fund,  to  be  paid  in  five 
years.  Of  this  amount  $700.00  is  paid. 

The  membership  is  unlimited  and  open  to  all  women  over  eighteen  years 
of  age.  Today  the  Guild  stands  with  a record  of  which  the  organizors  and 
charter  members  might  well  feel  proud. 

MRS.  A.  C.  ANDERS 

THE  LAYMEN’S  ASSOCIATION 

In  the  year  1910  there  was  a world  movement  in  the  protestant  churches 
known  as  the  Laymen’s  Missionary  Movement.  Its  object  was  to  increase 
the  interest  and  keep  the  interest  on  the  increase  among  the  laymen  of 
the  churches  in  regard  to  the  evangelization  of  the  world. 

A large  mass  meeting  of  laymen  of  all  the  protestant  churches  in 
Niagara  Falls  was  held  in  the  fall  of  1910  in  the  Masonic  Temple.  The 
speakers  at  this  meeting  were  men  of  National  reputation  and  aroused  great 
interest  among  the  laymen  in  rgard  to  the  missionary  work  of  the  churches 

Before  this  meeting  closed  a committee  for  each  church  was  appointed 
from  its  laymen  to  organize  a Laymen’s  Missionary  Association  in  their 
respective  churches.  The  committee  appointed  for  this  Church  was : Charles 
J.  Elderfield,  Walter  Greig,  John  McKay,  William  A.  Pringle,  Acheson  Smith, 
Alton  A.  Richardson,  Frank  H.  Manley  and  Oliver  D.  Dales.  This  committee 
met  at  the  manse,  drew  up  a tentative  constitution  and  by-laws  and  made 
arrangements  for  a meeting  of  the  Laymen. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Laymen’s  Missionary  Association  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  was  held  on  the  evening  of  November  10,  1910,  in  the 
dining  room  of  this  church.  After  an  excellent  dinner  served  by  the  Young 
Ladies’  Society  of  the  church  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Chairman 
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Charles  J.  Elderfield.  The  following-  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year:  Charles  J.  Elderfield,  president;  John  L.  Harper,  vice-president; 
Frank  H.  Manley,  treasurer;  Oliver  D.  Dales,  secretary. 

1 he  association  started  off  with  97  members,  two  of  which,  Elders  John 
W hitney  and  Win.  F.  Evans,  were  made  honorary  members  by  the  associa- 
tion. Other  members  have  been  added  as  time  went  on. 

Most  of  the  meeting's  have  been  held  in  connection  with  dinners  in  the 
church  dining  room.  At  these  meetings  it  has  been  the  custom  to  have  a 
speaker  and  the  program  committee  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  great 
variety  of  interesting  men  who  have  spoken  to  the  association  and  whose 
talks  have  been  inspiring,  interesting  and  educational. 

Up  to  date  the  following  men  have  served  as  presidents  of  the  associa- 
tion: Charles  J.  Elderfield,  George  Tanner,  Robert  J.  Moore,  Dr.  R.  C. 
Snowden,  James  G.  Marshall,  W.  E.  Mack,  Elbert  Ross,  H.  P.  Freeman. 

O.  D.  DALES 

YOUNG  PEOPLE’S  SOCIETY 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  records,  the  history  of  the  young  people’s  societies 
of  the  church  is  most  fragmentary,  and  the  memories  of  former  members 
were  for  the  most  part  the  source  of  information. 

Between  the  years  1884  and  1887,  E.  A.  Butler  conducted  a bible  class  on 
Sunday  evenings  at  6:30  o’clock  for  “Young  Ladies,”  primarily  for  girls  away 
from  home,  who  had  not  identified  themselves  with  any  church  organization. 
Some  of  the  older  girls  of  the  Sunday  school  were  asked  to  assist  the  class  by 
singing  and  playing-  the  organ.  The  class  was  the  means  of  leading  a number 
of  girls  into  the  church. 

On  Thursday  evening,  October  14,  1887,  the  pastor  of  the  church,  Rev. 
C.  S.  Stowitts,  organized  the  first  Christian  Endeavor  Society  in  this  church. 
As  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  only  five  of  the  charter  members  of  that  society 
are  now  identified  with  the  church.  They  are  Miss  Anna  Sims,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  Morgan  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F-  L.  Jopp.  However,  in  the  list  of  mem- 
bers in  succeeeding  years,  may  be  found  the  names  of  many  who  are  now 
active  workers  in  the  church. 

After  a few  months  it  seemed  best  to  change  the  time  of  meeting  to  6.30 
Sunday  evening.  The  Bible  class  disbanded  and  nearly  all  of  the  class  be- 
came members  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  either  as  active  or  associ- 
ate members. 

One  of  the  outstanding-  memories  of  1888  or  1889  was  the  entertaining 
of  Rev.  F.  E.  Clark,  or  as  all  loved  to  call  him,  Father  Endeavor  Clark,  and 
others,  who  were  on  their  way  to  Chicago  to  the  United  Society  Convention. 

The  society  kept  up  and  did  very  good  work  until  about  1896  when  it 
seems  to  have  died  a “natural  death.” 

In  1914  a Christian  Endeavor  Society  was  again  organized  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  J.  G.  Marshall  and  Mrs.  Walkem.  Fred  Walkem  was  the 
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first  president  of  this  society  which  did  quite  a little  missionary  Avork  during 
the  two  or  three  years  of  its  existence.  Perhaps  the  greatest  contribution 
which  this  society  made  Avas  that  it  a\Amkened  the  church  to  the  necessity  and 
possibilities  of  &rorB  among  the  young  people,  and  it  Avas  around  this  time 
that  the  Lig'htbearers,  Girl  Scouts  and  Boy  Scouts  were  organized. 

The  present  Young  People’s  Society  was  organized  in  November,  1922, 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Edith  Harbaugh  and  George  Convin.  The  purpose 
of  the  society,  as  set  forth  Jn  the  constitution  is  “to  promote  an  earnest 
Christian  life  among"  its  members,  to  increase  their  mutual  acquaintance,  to 
train  them  for  work  in  the  church,  and  in  every  Avay  to  make  them  more  use- 
ful in  the  service  of  God  and  their  fellow  men.”  With  this  object  in  mind  the 
organization  has  groAvn  until  AAre  haAre  about  forty  members. 

The  first  officers  of  the  society  Avere  George  Corwin,  president ; Ellen 
Nicholson;  vice-president ; Sarah  Hughes,  secretary  and  Eugene  Krenkel, 
treasurer.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  gi\Ten  George  CorAvin  for  the  splendid 
foundation  he  laid  and  his  efforts  to  make  this  a permanent  organization.  As 
the  Avork  Avas  entirely  new  to  all  of  the  members,  most  of  the  first  year  was 
spent  in  getting  started  and  “trying  ourselves  out.”  Pledges  were  signed  by 
all  the  active  members  to  the  effect  that  they  would  always  endeavor  to  up- 
hold the  Christian  principles  laid  down  by  the  society  and  would  do  all  in  their 
power  to  further  the  activities  of  our  church  and  as  a whole,  the  society  has 
not  failed  to  do  its  part. 

The  chairmen  of  the  committees  for  the  first  year  were  Ruth  Bearss, 
missionary;  Marjorie  Williams,  music;  Robert  McVittie,  program;  and 
Robert  Baxter,  social.  Robert  McVittie  is  still  chairman  of  the  program 
committee  and  much  credit  is  due  him  for  the  fine  programs  outlined  for  the 
Aveekly  meetings  on  Sunday  e\’enings  at  6.30  o’clock.  Each  member  of  the 
society  has  the  chance  to  conduct  at  least  one  meeting,  thus  receiving  an  op- 
portunity for  expression  of  his  or  her  Christian  life.  The  only  serious  handi- 
cap during  the  first  year  was  the  loss  of  Mr.  Corwin  who  left  the  city  to 
enter  Syracuse  University. 

The  second  year  of  service  was  marked  by  the  sending  of  delegates  to 
the  Young  People’s  Conference  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.  Various  organizations  of 
the  church  furnished  the  money  and  the  following  young  people  came  back 
full  of  new  plans  and  fresh  inspirations  : Miss  Harbaugh,  Miss  Armine  Foster, 
Miss  Margaret  Bensley,  Percy  Weaver  and  Robert  McVittie. 

The  present  officers  are  Armine  Foster,  president;  Percy  Weaver,  vice- 
president;  Sarah  Hughes,  secretary  and  John  Minnoch,  treasurer. 

The  scope  of  the  work  was  enlarged  during  the  past  year  and  several 
interesting  leaders  in  church  work  have  addressed  the  society. 

Each  year  several  very  successful  parties  have  been  held. 

JOHN  MINNOCH 
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TROOP  FOUR,  GIRL  SCOUTS 

Iii  April.  1914,  a group  of  girls  who  felt  that  they  were  a little  too  old 
to  be  Light  Bearers,  formed  a club  called  the  Pollyanna  Club  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Boothman  and  Mrs.  Ross.  Miss  Thelma  Cowper  was 
president  of  the  club.  This  group  was  active  about  two  years  when  the 
interest  seemed  to  wane  and  Miss  Laura  Holland  of  Buffalo  was  invited  to  talk 
to  the  girls  about  forming  a girl  scout  troop.  After  several  preliminary 
meetings  a troop  was  formed  with  Miss  Emma  Hulen  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
Rice  (now  Mrs.  P.  C.  Buck)  as  leaders.  The  first  meeting  was  held  in 
February,  1916,  with  fifteen  scouts  present.  This  was  the  second  troop  to 
be  formed  in  the  city,  the  first  being  at  Epiphany  church.  In  June,  1916,  Miss 
Rice  resigned  from  the  troop  but  Miss  Hulen  continued  as  captain  until  May, 
1918  Thirty-five  girls  were  then  enrolled.  Following  Miss  Hulen,  Miss  Caro- 
line Thomas,  Girls’  Work  secretary  of  the  Y.  W.  C-  A.,  took  charge  of  the 
work  for  a time.  When  Miss  Thomas  left  the  city,  Miss  Gertrude  Hersey 
became  captain  of  the  troop,  and  later  when  the  troop  had  grown  in  numbers 
it  was  necessary  to  form  another  troop,  Troop  Four,  with  Miss  Anna  Crick 
as  captain.  In  the  spring  of  1922,  troop  Two  was  disbanded,  and  all  the 
members  of  the  troop,  who  were  attendants  of  the  church  were  transferred 
to  troop  Four.  Miss  Edmunds  was  then  in  charge  of  the  Troop,  Miss  Crick 
having  left  the  city.  Miss  Edmunds  resigned  after  serving  about  six  months, 
as  she  also  moved  from  the  city.  Miss  Ellen  Nicholson,  second  lieutenant 
of  the  troop  and  also  a member  of  our  Sunday  school,  did  splendid  work  in 
keeping-  the  troop  together,  until  in  October,  1922,  Miss  Adele  Palmer,  physi- 
cal director  in  the  public  school,  took  charge  of  the  troop.  There  were  then 
about  fifteen  scouts  attending  regularly.  In  December  of  this  same  year, 
Mrs.  Frederick  Edey,  reg-ional  director  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
presented  Lieutenant  Ellen  Nicholson  with  a medal  of  merit  and  a Golden 
Eaglet,  the  two  highest  honors  in  scouting.  Lieutenant  Nicholson  was  the 
first  and  is  the  only  Golden  Eaglet  Scout  in  this  city-  In  January,  1923, 
Troop  Four  had  thirty  registered  scouts.  Also  in  January  of  this  year,  Ellen 
Nicholson  received  her  commission  as  first  lieutenant.  In  March  the  troop 
held  its  first  annual  dinner  and  was  able  to  pay  in  full  the  pledges  made  by 
both  Troop  Two  and  Troop  Four  to  the  building-  fund  of  the  church.  In 
March,  Lieutenant  Nicholson  moved  to  Buffalo,  and  Miss  Edith  Harbaugh 
was  commissioned  as  first  lieutenant.  In  June  Miss  Palmer  went  to  national 
headquarters  for  training-  in  field  work.  During  her  absence  Mrs.  P.  E. 
Blood  and  Mrs.  John  Patterson  took  charg-e  of  the  troop  at  camp  and  at 
troop  meetings.  In  October,  Troop  Four  won  the  second  prize  for  the  largest 
percent  of  scouts  in  attendance  at  the  first  Niagara  Falls  Girl  Scout  rally. 

On  February  14,  1924,  Troop  Four  held  its  second  annual  dinner.  About 
two  hundred  were  served.  Miss  Palmer  and  Miss  Harbaug-h  are  still  in 
charge  of  the  troop  assisted  by  a very  able  troop  committee  consisting  of  the 
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following  ladies:  Mrs.  P.  E.  Blood,  chairman;  Mrs.  S.  A-  Connor,  Miss  Ethel 
Smith  and  Mrs.  G.  G.  Reid. 

MISS  ADELE  PALMER 

TROOP  NO.  3,  BOY  SCOUTS  OF  AMERICA 

The  first  meeting  in  the  First  Presbyterian  church  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  a troop  of  Boy  Scouts  was  held  on  a Saturday  afternoon  in  the 
Sunday  School  rooms  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1913.  George  Shipston 
was  the  scout  commissioner,  and  was"  present  together  with  W.  A.  Pringle 
and  two  boys.  The  next  meeting  was  held  in  the  early  part  of  1914  and  in 
May,  1914,  the  troop  finally  was  organized  and  Avas  known  as  Troop  No-  94 
of  the  Buffalo  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  because  at  that  time  there 
was  no  local  scout  council.  Dale  S.  Boothma’n  was  the  scoutmaster  and 
served  as  such  until  January,  1918,  at  which  time  he  entered  the  government 
service.  In  October,  1915,  a second  class  scout  council  was  organized  in  this 
city  and  at  that  time  this  troop  became  known  as  Troop  No.  2 of  the  Niagara 
Falls  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  Chas.  Ross,  a member  of  the  troop  com- 
mittee, served  as  scoutmaster  from  the  time  of  Mr-  Boothman’s  resignation 
until  July,  1918,  when  J.  K.  Scott  was  secured  to  serve  as  scoutmaster  with 
T.  E.  Kentrick  as  assistant  scoutmaster.  Mr.  Scott  served  only  a short  time 
when  he  left  the  city.  In  January,  1919,  Rev.  G.  L.  Tappan  was  registered 
as  scoutmaster  Avith  Harold  Potter  as  assistant  scoutmaster-  In  May,  1919. 
the  troop  committee  secured  Glen  D.  Bagley  as  scoutma/ster  who  was  assisted 
by  Charles  Thurecht,  Edward  Dana,  Harold  Potter  and  Percy  E.  Weaver, 
Mr.  Bagley  served  until  June,  1921,  AAdnen  he  took  up  a new  position  in 
Flushing,  N.  Y.  In  July.  1921,  J.  L.  Patterson  bcame  the  scoutmaster 
In  January  1923,  Morton  E.  Traver  was  also  commissioned  as  assistant 
scoutmaster.  In  September  1923,  P-  E.  Weaver,  present  scoutmaster,  was 
registered  with  M.  E.  Traver  as  assistant  scoutmaster.  During  1918 
45  boys  were  registered  as  scouts.  In  1919  22  of  these  boys  re-regis- 
tered and  eight  new  boys.  In  1920  21  boys  re-registered  and  nine  new  boys. 
In  1921  21  boys  re-registered  Avith  22  new  boys,  and  in  1922  27  boys  re-regis- 
tered with  eight  neAAr  boys.  In  1923  18  boys  re-registered  Avith  three  neAV 
boys.  We  are  unable  to  locate  the  record  previous  to  1918  but  since  that  time 
95  different  boys  have  been  in  scouting  in  Troop  No.  3.  In  February,  1921, 
Percy  E.  Weaver  became  an  Eagle  Scout,  the  first  scout  to  attain  this  rank 
under  the  Niagara  Falls  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America-  In  February,  1922, 
Morton  E.  Traver  became  the  second  Eagle  Scout  and  in  January,  1924,  Clar- 
ence E.  Weaver  became  the  third  Eagle  Scout,  all  of  these  boys  being  mem- 
bers of  Troop  No-  3.  During  the  past  seven  years,  Troop  No.  3 has  taken  first 
place  each  year  in  the  annual  scout  rally  of  the  Niagara  Falls  Council.  The 
present  membership  of  this  troop  is  divided  as  folloAvs : Two  Tenderfoot 

Scouts,  five  Second  Class,  one  First  Class  and  13  Merit  Badge  Scouts,  totaling 
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21.  Merit  Badges  awarded  to  Troop  No.  3 are  as  follows:  In  1921  45,  1922 

69,  1923  118,  and  so  far  in  1924  18.  Making  a total  of  250  badges.  The 
troop  roster  is  as  follows  : 

Troop  Committee : A.  A.  Richardson,  Chas.  W.  Ross,  J.  W.  Potter. 

Scoutmaster:  Perc.  E.  Weaver,  Assistant  Scoutmaster:  Morton  Traver. 

Members  of  Troop:  Carl  Bennett,  Sandford  Brownlee,  John  Brownlee, 
Wm.  Bingham,  Chester  Farrell,  Richard  Farrell,  Jerome  Bernstein,  Fred 
Scott,  Richa'rd  Shepard,  Benjamin  Rhodes,  Edward  Wittigschlager,  F.  Fitz- 
gerald, Wm.  Taylor,  J.  Rowland,  Wm.  Murphy,  Murray  Little,  Roderick 
Greig,  Bert  Zaleski,  Kenneth  Brown,  Albert  Hurst,  Clarence  Weaver. 

WALTER  GREIG 

THE  LIGHT  BEARERS 

The  organization  of  the  “Lightbearers”  was  one  of  the  happy  outcomes 
-of  the  “Pollyanna  Club”  for  older  girls.  The  need  of  having  some  defin- 
ite interest  in  mission  work  for  the  younger  girls  was  felt  and  at  a special 
meeting  held  at  the  Manse  in  the  fall  of  1916  the  “Lightbearers’’  was  organ- 
ized with  Irene  Lewis,  president  and  Marjorie  Williams,  secretary.  Follow- 
ing this  meeting  definite  plans  for  mission  study  and  mission  service  were 
made,  with  the  result  that  many  little  folk,  both  in  the  home  and  foreign 
field  were  made  happy  by  the  loving  service  and  generosity  of  the  little  folks 
at  home. 

Later  on  the  work  was  enlarged  to  include  both  boys  and  girls  over 
six  years  of  age. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  those  in  charge  of  this  work  to  so  inculcate  in 
the  hearts  of  these  boys  and  girls  a living  interest  for  those  less  fortunate 
in  our  home  land  and  in  lands  far  over  the  sea. 

Besides  the  work  done  locally,  boxes  and  special  gifts  have  been  sent 
at  Christmas  time  to  the  missionaries  supported  by  the  “Lightbearers” 
of  the  church  at  large. 

As,  long  ago,  one  of  the  boys  of  our  Sunday  school  consecrated  his  life 
to  foreign  service,  so  we  hope  at  some  future  time  one  or  more,  of  our  Light- 
bearers may  answer  the  Master’s  call  and  say  “I’ll  go  where  you  want  me 
to  go,  dear  Lord.”  In  the  years  to  come  may  we  find  these  boys  and  girls 
taking  their  part  as  leaders  in  the  missionary  organizations  of  our  church, 
well  equipped  with  knowledge  and  seeking  to  serve,  for 
“He  who  loves  best  his  fellow-man 
Is  loving  God  the  holiest  way  he  can.” 

MRS.  GEORGE  A.  McLAREN 
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